
ring the beauty of fall to your yard
If you
were to
ask peo-

ple what their favorite part
of autumn is, chances are
many would comment on
the beauty of the fall trees,
the hallmark of the season.
If you’re one who’s adored
the show nature provides in
autumn and want to bring it
to your home, the following
is a list of the most popular
varieties of colorful fall
trees, with some recommen-
dations from Landscape
Designer Laura Carpentier.
Carpentier is also a four-
year member of Lonsdale’s
Park Board, the driving
force behind the city’s des-
ignation as a Tree City USA.

Sugar Maple: This stun-
ning specimen is at the top
of nearly everyone’s list for
its breathtaking fall beauty.
These trees make a big state-
ment in autumn with a mas-
sive display of gorgeous red,
orange and yellow leaves.
Sugar maples require heavy,

moist soil that is well
drained, and grow slowly at
first. Over the course of sev-
eral years it reaches heights
of up to 100 ft., so plan for

plenty of space.
Red oak: These giants

grow fairly fast up to 75 ft.
tall and produce excellent
red fall color. Carpentier

said one advantage to this
tree is that it holds onto its
leaves longer, therefore
extending color into early
winter.

Aspen: Aspen trees have
fan-shaped leaves that turn a
beautiful yellow to golden-
orange each fall. Growing to
75 ft. tall, they can make a
stunning fall display.

Birch: One of the most
elegant garden trees, birch
trees make a graceful state-
ment with open, airy branch-
es and roughly textured
trunks. The leaves of the
paper birch provide yellow
fall color, and as pointed out
by Carpentier, the white
birch bark provides interest
throughout the year.

Amur Maple: Smaller
than its bigger brothers, this
little tree tops Better Homes
and Garden’s list of popular
fall trees for its brilliant red
leaves in fall. Growing to
just 15 ft., they’re the per-
fect size for smaller yards.  

Other suggestions: There

are many other less com-
monly planted trees that also
produce stunning fall color.
In addition to those already
mentioned, the Better
Homes and Gardens website
recommends these beauties
for the northern states:
Norway maple, shadblow
serviceberry, American
beech, ginkgo, sassafras,
sour gum, scarlet oak, pin
oak, white oak, American
hornbeam, hawthorn, white
ash,  Shagbark hickory,
Eastern redbud and tulip
tree.

If it’s a flower bed or patio
you’d like to add interest to,
Carpentier suggest the
Hydrangea Tardeva tree.
This small cultivar produces
large conical blooms each
fall when many other plants
and shrubs have lost their
luster. For the
yard, she suggests adding
pine trees and fruit trees
such as crab apples to the
landscape for their beautiful
interest throughout the year.
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FLOORS

24
MONTH
Financing Available

Subject to credit approval.
Ask your salesperson

for details.

October 1 - 31, 2012

FREE CORDLESS UPGRADE!
Roller Shades and Cellular Shades

MONTGOMERY

125 First Street South

Montgomery, MN 56069

(507) 364-7331

LONSDALE

116 Central Street West

Lonsdale, MN 55046

(507) 744-2361

WATERVILLE

320 East Main Street

Waterville, MN 56096

(507) 362-4251

www.frandsenbank.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT LOANS

Member

FDIC

Fall is a great time to make home improvements, and we have
the perfect loan to make it possible. At Frandsen Bank & Trust,
our loans are managed by local professionals, who will guide
you to solid financing options and an affordable payment plan.
Whether you’re doing a major remodel or minor improvements,
we’re here for you. For details, contact Frandsen Bank & Trust.
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The Pumpkin - 
Autumn’s 

famous fruit
Pumpkins are a common

sight around Halloween.
This fall fruit is often used
in decorating the interior
and exterior of homes, but
can be an integral compo-
nent of cooking and bak-
ing as well.

Many pumpkins are
turned into decorative
jack-o'-lanterns for
Halloween.  Whether you
go out to a field filled with
pumpkins, or get them
from a roadside stand, get
the absolutely best pump-
kin for carving, decorating
and eating!

Pumpkins are called
“Long keepers”. A healthy,
uncarved pumpkin can last
to Thanksgiving and
beyond.

Make sure to select a
pumpkin that is complete-
ly orange. A partially green

pumpkin might not ripen
any further.

Size is an important fac-
tor. Medium pumpkins are
best for pumpkin carving.
Small pumpkins are better
for cooking.   

Does the shade of
orange matter? If so, there
are hundreds of varieties,
some with different shades
of orange. 

A ripe pumpkin has a
hard shell that does not
dent or scratch easily when
pressing on it with a
thumbnail. Do this on the
back or bottom of the fruit,
never on the face.

Look for bugs and
insects. Specifically, look
for holes in the pumpkin,
which are indicative of
insect problems.

Other uses for
your fall fruit

Instead of trashing or
dumping the orange gourd,
why not try some of these
other uses for fall’s flavor-
ful fruit.

* Add to compost bins.
Pumpkins are rich in zinc,
vitamin A and vitamin C,
among other nutrients. You
can add the discarded
pumpkins to your back-
yard compost bins to fur-
ther replenish the soil.

* Turn into a billowing
cauldron. Instead of a stan-
dard jack-o'-lantern, put a
glass jar into the carved
pumpkin, add dish soap
and hot water to the jar and
then put in a piece of dry
ice. Bubbles and smoke
will pour out of the pump-
kin to create a spooktacu-
lar effect. 

Pumpkin facts:
• Pumpkins are a member of the squash family that grow on long vines

close to the ground. Cucumbers are brothers to pumpkins.
• Pumpkins are grown on all of the continents, except Antarctica.
• “Pumpkin Chunkin” is a sport where an air cannon  propels a pumpkin

thousands of feet. The world record stands at 4,483.51 feet by a team named
“Young Glory III” set this record in 2008 at the annual Pumpkin Chunkin
contest in Nassau, DE. This year’s contest is November 2 to 4.

• The world’s record for the largest pumpkin ever grown went to Jim and
Kelsey Bryson of Quebec, Canada whose granddaddy of a gourd weighed in
at 1,818.5 pounds at the Prince Edward County Pumpkinfest on October 15,
2011.

•  Pumpkins are believed to have originated in Central America. Seeds
from related plants have been found in Mexico, dating back over 7000 years
to 5500 B.C.

* Source Pumpkin Nook



Many factors are involved
in creating a strong, healthy
lawn. Fall lawn care is ex-
tremely important if you
want a great lawn in the
spring. 

Proper fall lawn care prac-
tices can set the stage for a
lawn that will survive the
winter months and come
back to health next spring.
These practices will aid in
good winter survival, early
spring green up and growth,
as well as provide many
other helpful benefits.
• Overseeding and sod-
ding: If the lawn suffered
some permanent injury due
to dry conditions, now is a
good time to do some over-
seeding or resodding to re-
pair those areas. The very
best time of the year to sow
grass seed is from about the
middle of August to the mid-
dle of September in the Twin
Cities area. To help ensure a
successful overseeding,
lightly work the seed into the
soil and then keep the area
uniformly damp, but not
soggy, until seeds start to
germinate and emerge from
the soil. As the new grass
plants get taller and more es-
tablished, watering can be
done a little less frequently
but with more water applied
per application.
• Fertilizing: The period
right around Labor Day is an
excellent time to put down
an application of fertilizer.
Putting down about one
pound of actual nitrogen at
this time of year helps pro-
vide the plant with the nec-
essary available nitrogen
needed to support and sus-

tain active grass plant
growth through the fall peri-
od. Taking a soil test will
help determine whether or
not you need either of the
other primary nutrients,
phosphorus or potassium.
• Watering: As days get
shorter, temperatures be-
come cooler, and rainfall oc-
curs on a somewhat regular
basis, the need for additional
or supplemental watering
usually diminishes during
the fall period. While an inch
of water per week is usually

necessary to keep lawns ac-
tively growing during the
summer months, that same
one inch of water may now
be sufficient for two or even
three weeks depending on
weather conditions.
• Manage mowing height:
Maintain mowing heights
between 2.5 and 3.0 inches
throughout most of the fall
period. That will allow for
plenty of leaf tissue to be ac-
tively involved in making
food for the grass plant and a
more robust root system that

can take advantage of avail-
able water and nutrients in
the soil. For the last two or
three cuttings of the year,
gradually reduce mowing
heights to about 2.0 - 2.5
inches. This can help in the
reduction of snow mold and
allow for easier clean up of
the lawn surface just prior to
colder conditions arriving
later in the fall.
• Lawn aerification: If
your lawn has significant
compaction problems, the
period right around Labor

Day and through the early
fall is an excellent time to do
some core aerification.
Lawn aerification machines
are usually available through
most rental businesses.

Be sure to rent a core aeri-
fier, one that actually pulls
cores out of the soil and re-
deposits them on the lawn or
soil surface. The extra aera-
tion in the soil will encour-
age more active root growth
as well as benefit the soil mi-
crobial community. 
• Thatch control: Occa-

sionally, a thick layer of
brown fibrous material will
build-up between the soil
surface and where the grass
plant shoots begin to turn
green. This brown fibrous
mat is known as thatch. It is
actually composed of both
living and non-living materi-
al. Thatch develops from the
regular sloughing off of
plant roots and other dead
and decaying parts of the
grass plant. It is however,
NOT composed of any grass
clippings. While there may
be some grass clippings left
on the surface, they are not
part of the true thatch layer.
So, whether you pick up
your clippings or not, it will
make no difference on the
build-up of thatch.  

Late summer (i.e., early
September) is a good time to
work at removing excess
thatch build-up. Machines
know as vertical mowers or
de-thatchers can be rented
and used to mechanically re-
move some of the thatch
build-up. 
• Broadleaf weed control:
The month of September
into early October is an ex-
cellent time for controlling
those pesky broadleaf peren-
nial weeds such as dandelion
and creeping Charlie. There
are many different broadleaf
weed control products avail-
able that can be used around
the home. Always follow the
product's label directions ex-
actly as printed on the con-
tainer. Remember, it is a vio-
lation of federal law to han-
dle or use any weed killer in-
consistent with its label di-
rections.
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Custom Cabinets
CABINETRY / COUNTERTOPS

A Tradition of 
Fine Cabinet Making 

for over 40 years

Wencel Kubes
952-758-2262 SHOP • 952-457-0142 CELL

609 West Main Street, New Prague, MN 56071

~ Remodels and 
New Construction ~

Kitchen

Bath Cabinets

Custom Home Furnishings

Design 

Delivery

Installation

Spruce Up  

Your Home
for the 

HOLIDAYS!

Spruce Up  

Your Home
for the 

HOLIDAYS!

Superior Craftsmanship

Incomparable Value

Uncompromised 

Quality

“Let Us Help Create Your Dream!”

NO JOB IS TOO SMALL!

Schulte Construction
And Landscaping, Inc.

Residential
and 

Commercial

New Construction & Existing
Homes/Buildings

• Landscaping • Retaining Walls 
• Rock Work • Black Dirt • Tree Spade 
• Back Hoe • Auger • Soil Conditioner

FREE ESTIMATES!
“Not sure if we do it, give us a call.”

Troy Schulte
Metro 507-744-5834   or   612-363-4636

Repair

Remodel

New Construction

Residential/Commercial

Water Heaters

Water Softeners

We are Earth/Eco Friendly!
Offering tankless, energy-efficient water heaters 
& custom built water softeners and iron filters.

952-758-6265 • Cell 952-292-4413

Time spent in fall helps lawn flourish in spring



Looking for one last way
to spruce up the home this
fall? One area to concentrate
on is flooring and there are a

variety of ways.
Hard surface floor are very

popular right now. These can
be hardwoods, laminate or

tile. If a person goes with a
hardwood floor they can
choose from oak, maple or
try an exotic look such as
bamboo. These floors offer
an assortment of colors. They
can be a rich dark chocolate
brown or a light pale tan.

A person can find these
types of floorings at Hertaus
Floors in New Prague and
Lakeville or Bisek Interiors
in Montgomery.

If you have a large family
or expect a lot of company
during the holidays, another
way to go would be with
vinyl flooring. Vinyl can give
you the quality look of a
hardwood floor, but at the
same time can withstand
heavy traffic.

To add some warmth to the
room, in both senses of the
word, try placing rugs on
your floors, in the family
room or the master bedroom.

New to Hertaus Floors this
fall is a display of Stanton
Carpets and Rugs. The dis-
play features more than 110
samples of beautiful floor
coverings, from thick, long,
shaggy carpets to elegant
wool rugs that are hand made
with coordinating stair run-
ners. Or to be truly different,
try a rug that imitate animal
prints such as zebra stripes.

This is one way to warm
up those floors, especially as
they are starting to get cold.
Sink your toes into some-
thing plushy and enjoy the
warmth!
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• Residential • Commercial 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service • Trenching 

• Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
• Baldor and Dayton Motor 

Sales and Repair
• Farm • Underground 
• Aerial Bucket Service 

• General Repair
• MVEC Off Peak

Call Bruce Stasney • Class A Master
(952) 758-2546 

15970 320th St., New Prague 
(Jct. 13-21 So. & Le Sueur Cty. 28 East)

STASNEY ELECTRICjordan carpet care

IT’S TIME FOR

FALL

CLEANING!

Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

CALL (952) 492-2549
JORDAN, MN

Jim 
and 

Chris

INSTITUTE

CERTIFICATION

of INSPECTION,
CLEANING

and RESTORATION

Residential 
& Commercial

Competitive Rates
Free EstimatesCARPETS

UPHOLSTERY
FABRIC PROTECTANT
PET ODORS

LAWNS ARE US
Specializing in 

Lake Shore Restoration 
& Boulder 

Retaining Walls

• Landscape Design
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Paver Patios
• Fire Pits
• Rain Gardens
• Ponds & Water Features
• Excavating
• Drainage Correction
• Irrigation Design & Maintenance
• Hydro Seeding & Sod
• Core Aeration & Over Seeding
• Dethatch & Fall Clean-Up
• Delivery of Dirt, Mulch, Rock
• Complete Weed ‘N Feed Programs

www.lawnsareus.com
952-492-3160 / 507-931-0901

Let us doyour holidaylighting!

Home Loan Help at 
CornerStone State Bank

Buying a new home, 
refinancing your current home, 

or finding a special place 
for retirement?
We can help!

Current interest rates, and 
lower closing costs, make this 

a good time to buy a new home.
Visit with one of our loan officers today!

CornerStone State Bank
401 4th Street NW/PO Box 79

Montgomery MN  56069
507-364-BANK (2265)

www.cornerstonestatebank.com
Your locally owned, independent bank★ ★

Warm up your thinker

Fall Trivia
In honor of the cool fall weather, the following is a
brain-exercising fall trivia to help keep your brain
warm. 

1. Birch tree leaves always change to one color during
autumn. Name the color.   

2. Brrrrrr... It’s cold out there! You’ll need your warmest coat.
Which animal has the thickest fur in the animal kingdom, ranging
from 250,000 to a million hairs per square inch, which insulates them and maintains
warmth?   

3. Fall colors are best when late summer is ____ (Wet or Dry) and autumn has bright
sunny days & cool nights below 40 °F.  

4. Does Minnesota’s state bird, the Loon, hibernate or migrate for the colder months?

5. Minnesota winters can be harsh, but is the extreme temperature
dip a good thing? 

6. Most animal babies are born in the spring. During what
month do the most human babies arrive?

7. In 1929, Libby's canned pumpkin was introduced
to America. Libby's is not actually pumpkin, but
another kind of squash. Name that squash. 

8. Which state annually produces the most turkeys? 

9. Is a “harvest moon” fact or fiction?  

10. What is the most abundant tree species in Minnesota? 
a) Sugar Maple    b) Cedar    c) Quaking Aspen   d) Black Spruce

ANSWERS
1. Yellow.

2. Sea Otters. Unlike other marine mammals, the sea otter does not have a layer of blub-
ber to help keep it warm.

3. Dry.

4. Migrate. Loons require clear water in order to locate and capture their prey. Since they
can't remain on the frozen lakes, they migrate south in late fall to the open water along the
Atlantic and Gulf coasts. It is interesting to note that during this winter vacation at sea,
loons are unusually quiet. They make none of the yodels, wails, or tremolos that are so
familiar to visitors to the Boundary Waters Canoe Area.

5.  Yes. Extreme cold kills some bad bugs. Historically, Minnesota could count on its
extreme cold to annually exterminate disease-spreading bugs like the European elm bark
beetle, which carries Dutch elm disease. As the state’s climate warms, more pests are mak-
ing it through the winter and getting a head start on spring. With several invasive species
migrating toward the state and some already settling in, the cold represents a critical line
of defense. The emerald ash borer is a temperature-sensitive beetle that's devastated ash
trees in the eastern United States, and keeps creeping further north. 

6. More newborns arrived in September than in any other month. The second most popu-
lar birthday month is August. 

7. Dickinson. The orange-flesh Dickinson pumpkins are smaller, squatter, meatier, heavier
and sweeter than the Halloween pumpkin. Libby's bought all the rights to the Dickinson
and has developed its own version of the squash, called Libby Select No. 12, over which
the company holds proprietary rights. Every year, 50 million pumpkin pies are made using
Libby's canned product.

8. Minnesota. North Carolina and Arkansas place second and third, respectively.

9. Fact. The full--or harvest (during the fall)--moon will shine in the night of the
September 29, 2012. This moon has long helped farmers working late to harvest crops
because around the time of fullness it rises as little as 20-25 minutes later from night to
night. This phenomenon stems from the fact that full moons are opposite the sun in the
sky. Therefore, when the sun is heading south most rapidly—as it is around this equinox—
the fullish moon is climbing northward most rapidly from night to night and so rises only a
little later each time. 

10. c) Quaking Aspen. The tree can be found in all parts of Minnesota. It is one of the
first species to appear after cutting or fire and is found commonly on cutover land. It
grows well on sandy, gravelly soils but thrives better on good soil, but is shade-intolerant
and fast-growing.

Hit the ground running with
these floor covering ideas



Autumn 2012/September 27, 2012/5

Lucas is excited to announce.....

$1,000 IN
FREE

MONEY!
Slide into Bisek Interiors and save up to 

$1,000 on carpet purchases.
Also save on wood, laminate, tile, LVT, and more!

Bisek Interiors offers.....
• Free Estimates • Friendly and Professional Installers
• Great Selection • A Color Coordinator
• Exclusive Karastan and SmartStrand Silk dealer in the area

* Sales run from now until Nov. 6, 2012. *
* FREE Wikki Stix for the kids! *

320 First St. S, Montgomery    •   (507) 364-7944
info@bisekinteriors.com

Hardware and Paint
1300 1st Street NE,

New Prague
952-758-4440

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 am-8:00 pm

Sat. 7:30 am-6:00 pm
Sun. 9 am-5:00 pm

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––
Also 5 other locations to serve you,

south of the river
Inver Grove Heights • 651-455-2228

Apple Valley • 952-432-1004
Lakeville - Uptown • 952-898-7151

Lakeville - Downtown • 952-469-3433
Bloomington • 952-767-2981

... from landscaping, gardening and lawn care to home decorating and fix-ups!

RIDERS
on

CLEARANCE!
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

SHRUBS
Buy One, Get One

FREE!
–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

NEW FALL

HAS ARRIVED!

COUPON

Simon
Says...

Is your
place!Fall Headquarters

Fall Headquarters
Fall Headquarters

Take time and tune-up your garage for the winter
For those who are fortu-

nate enough to have a
garage, fall is the time of
year when you need to get
the facility ready for the
upcoming winter.

Things such as tools, patio
equipment and lawn chairs
need to be carefully put
away.

Children’s bicycles, lawn-
mowers and other gardening
tools also need to find a spot
so vehicles will fit in the
garage once the snow flies.

According to the
International Association of
Business Organizing, the
most disorganized room in
most households is the
garage.

Not the basement, spare
bedroom or attic....but the
garage.

In this day and age many
people use their garage as a
“family room” of sorts.

For  those who don’t, here
are some examples of ways

to get the cluttered garage,
uncluttered.
• Make sure you have the
time once you start the
task. It is recommended to
rent an outdoor storage con-
tainer if you plan on working
on this project for weeks.
Many people just simply
remove everything from
their garage, leave it in the
driveway or the lawn, and
simply don’t have time to go
back to it. Scheduling the
time is important.
• Sort the contents that
need to find a space in the
garage. If emptying the
garage is the way you want
to proceed, put like items
together and make a list of
what you have and where
you might want to place
them. Having a checklist
will help you not only for
putting items back into the
garage, but finding them in
the spring when you really
need them. This is also a

good time to get rid of items
which may be taking up
valuable space.
• Professional organizers
suggest enlisting the help of
family or friends.
Motivation, helping move
large objects and just having
another individual question

what you are keeping will
aid you in the long run.
• Making space is one thing
but cleaning is another.
There are many reasons why
getting the garage ready for
the winter months is impor-
tant. But keeping the space
clean is probably just as

important as finding spots
for items and downsizing
things you don’t need. By
keeping your garage clean, it
will keep those stored items
in better shape once spring
rolls around. Painting the
walls and/or floors, replac-
ing ceiling tiles or updating
hanging devices are also a
good way to keep the space
looking good.
• Make sure items are thor-
oughly cleaned before stor-
ing them away. There is
nothing worse than opening
up a stinky cooler, chiseling
dirt off a garden tool or try-
ing to start a lawn mower
which was properly stored.
These things take a bit of
time, but they are all worth it
seven months later.
• Make sure you don’t have
items hanging where they
could damage your vehi-
cles. Once you get your
garage clean enough for
vehicles, make sure you

have items store in a secure
manner so they don’t acci-
dentally damage your vehi-
cles. Tools, garden equip-
ment, bikes, etc. should be
secured tightly or placed far
enough away from vehicles
that they don’t ding them if
they do happen to fall.
• Label items and return
borrowed items. Once you
make an inventory of items
you have stored away, make
sure you label them so you
can find them in the spring.
While going through your
garage, take time to return
items you may have bor-
rowed from family, friends
or neighbors. You will be
amazed how many things
which are taking up valuable
space may not even be yours.

Not only is the fall a good
time for a vehicle tune-up, it
is also a great time to tune-
up your garage.
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