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 Shawn Brandt begins his 
seventh year as head girls 
cross country coach with a 
smaller squad after graduat-
ing a large number of seniors 
last year, but there are sever-
al athletes with varsity expe-
rience, which gives him op-
timism as the team prepares 
for the 2019 season. 
 “We lost a large group of 
seniors last year who pro-
vided great leadership and 
veteran experience,” Brandt 
said. Those included Morgan 

Brandt, Kate Chromy, Anna 
Holden, Iris McCarthy and 
Sydney Siegle all of whom 
contributed to the varsity 
team for a number of years.  
 There are 20 athletes in 
grades 9-12 on this year’s 
team
 Last year the team had 
three all-conference athletes. 
Siegle, who placed third at 
the Wright County Confer-
ence East meet and later qual-
ified for the state meet, has 
graduated, as has McCarthy, 

who was ninth at the confer-
ence meet. Nora Rosemeier, a 
sophomore, returns from last 
year’s squad. She placed fifth 
at the WCC East meet. 
 “We are a balanced team 
this year, with several experi-
enced runners and a growing 
group of young, talented run-
ners,” Brandt said. “Last sea-
son we placed second in con-
ference and fifth at the section 
meet. We look for steady im-
provement this season.”
 Other key returnees to this 

year’s team include senior 
captains Allyssa Bixler, Elsie 
Hatlevig, and Bethany Va-
secka. 
 "These athletes all pro-
vide leadership, experience, 
and contribute to the varsity 
team,” he said. 
 There are also a number 
of returning sophomores that 
successful rookie seasons 
and will continue making 
improvements this year. In 
addition to Rosemeier, they 
include Faith Boyer, Abbey 

Carlson and Sydney Stanger. 
 “They all display talent and 
a strong work ethic, which 
will make us competitive for 
years to come,” Brandt said. 
 Other athletes new to var-
sity include several incoming 
freshmen - Rachel Brandt, 
Kayla Lafaurie, Sophia 
Metzdorff and Mia Monroe; 
sophomores Maddi Holicky, 
Breanna Naig and Kaitlyn 
Stoffel. All show a lot of ath-
letic potential. The newest 
senior on the team, Abbey 
Colling, also has a competi-
tive spirit which will help the 
team improve.
 Brandt said he has been 
pleased with the efforts and 
positive attitudes the team 
has shown thus far this sea-
son. “We have great leader-
ship on the team and a fun 
group of young women who 
are willing to give maximum 
effort,” he said. 
 Brandt noted that a number 
of girls took part in the team’s 
summer runner program. 
 As for the upcoming sea-
son? 
 “We want to reach team 
success through individual 
improvements. Cross-coun-
try is a unique sport where 
everyone gets to compete. 
No matter the ability level, 
we push and encourage each 
other to improve. For some it 
means a new PR; for others it 
may be running a longer dis-
tance than ever before.”
 Waconia is the defending 
WCC East champion. Brandt 

said the Wildcats and Orono 
always have strong teams and 
will be among conference 
contenders. “We expect to be 
an improved team and chal-
lenge for the title,” he added. 
 Willmar and Marshall were 
state qualifiers from Section 
2AA last year. Willmar has 
moved to Section 8AA, but 
Marshall is back and will be a 
contender, along with Waco-
nia and Shakopee. 
 “If we can compete at the 
level we did last season, we 
expect to finish in the top 5 
again this season,” Brandt 
said.

Seniors
Audrey Beissel 
Allyssa Bixler 
Abbey Colling
Elsie Hatlevig 
Abby Knutson

Bethany Vasecka 

Juniors
Cally Cheever 

Libby Midtvedt 

Sophomores
Faith Boyer 

Abbey Carlson 
Riley Holets 

Maddi Holicky
Breanna Naig

Nora Rosemeier 
Kaitlyn Stoffel
Sydney Stenger 

Freshman
Rachel Brandt
Kayla Lafaurie

Sophia Metzdorff
Mia Monroe
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Chiropractic Care
The natural answer to pain.

Call Today: 952-758-5135 
201 Main Street East, New Prague

Visit Us Online:
backandnecknp.com

Let us help you enjoy a healthier, more active life.

Chiropractic treatment has been shown to 
aid health problems such as:

 Back and Neck Clinic
of New Prague

Dr. Jolene Otremba
Chiropractor

Dr. Jeremy Tupy
Chiropractor

Dr. Laurie Reiner Hughes
Chiropractor

• Back and neck pain

• Leg and arm pain

• Tennis elbow/rotator cuff

• Plantar Fascitis/flat feet

• Work, sport and auto injuries

• Sciatica

• Herniated disc (pinched nerve)

• Muscle and joint pain

• Arthritis/stiffness

• Carpal tunnel syndrome

• Myofascial pain

• Sprains and Strains

• Pregnancy related pain

• Scar tissue

• Exercise instruction
 (for strengthening and recovery)

Chiropractic care has also been shown to aid many other health 
problems such as: arthritis, fibromyalgia, shingles, sinus problems, 
dizziness, allergies and asthma, although chiropractors do not 
directly treat such ailments. Be sure to ask how chiropractic care 
might help your health concerns.

Trojans!

Bowl for the fun of it!

309 W. Main St., 
New Prague, MN

OPEN
DAILY
11 am

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS! 952-758-5170

GOOD LUCK TROJANS
Have a great season!

Girls CC hopes to build on last year’s success

The 2019-20 girls cross country team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios

Car Troubles?
We Fix Everything!

1658 3rd Ave. SW, New Prague

General 
Auto Repair
 • Transmission
 • Engines
 • Brakes
 • Tires
 • Muffl ers
 • Air 
   Conditioning



“We are very excited about 
this group and the season 
ahead.”
 That is what New Prague 
Trojan boys cross country 
coach Nick Meyer said about 
prospects for the 2019 season. 
 Meyer is in his 13th year 
at the helm of the program, 
and he is coming off a season 
where his team finished third 
in the Wright County Confer-
ence East Division champi-
onships. The team also took 
12th of 16 teams at a tough 
Section 2AA meet. 
 There are 25 runners out 
for the sport in grades 9-12 
this season. 
 “We are excited for this 
season,” Meyer said. “We 
will focus on the process by 
being positive, committing 
to excellence, and putting 
the team first. If we do that, 
our kids will build strong 
relationships, have a lot of 
fun, improve athletically, and 
develop skills that will serve 
them well in life.”
 Meyer said in terms of per-
formance, the team’s vision 
is to be one of the most im-
proved teams in the confer-
ence and section. “We return 
three of our top four varsity 
athletes from 2018 and sev-
en total athletes with varsity 
experience,” he said. “Those 
athletes will form a strong 
core for the team.”   
 He said he looks for some 
newcomers to compete for 
varisty positions as well. 
 “We graduated a great 
group of young men, includ-
ing two-time All-Conference 
runner Noah Weichert and 
varsity runners Ryan Wetsch-
ka and Trevor Preslesnik, but 
we have an excellent group 
of young men, but our num-
bers are small in comparison 
to most competitive AA pro-
grams,” he said. "We hope to 
get everything we can out of 

each of our athletes. In our 
conference and section, it 
will come down to the foru-
rth and fifth scoring runners 
on each team to determine 
how the teams place, so we 
will really focus on the sec-
ond tier of our varsity team 
and we’ll need them to com-
pete at a new level this fall.” 
 Key returnees to this year’s 
team include:
Adam Brandt - “Earned 2018 
Honorable Mention honors. 
He has been training consis-
tently since last fall and had 
a break-out season in track in 
the spring.” 
Jacob Malecha - “Made a 
big impact as a ninth grader 
in 2018, scoring fourth at the 
WCC East championships 
and earning All-Conference 
honors. He will compete as a 
“veteran” even though he is 
still only a sophomore.”
Carson Davis -  “A senior 
captain this fall, he worked 
hard and experienced a great 
deal of success as a junior, 
earning Honorable Mention 
honors in cross country and 
track and field.He has been 
an excellent leader this sum-
mer at team workouts and 
will begin the season in great 
shape.”  
 Other athletes who could 
make an impact on the var-
sity this year include senior 
captain Josh Anderson, who 
has some varsity experience 
and has worked hard while 
filling a leaderships role; 
Max Russo, who worked 
his way into a spot on the 
section roster last year and 
showed improvement during 
the spring track season; Jake 
Helvick, who stepped up 
when injuries and illnesses 
took their toll last season and 
scored at the section meet; 
John Taylor,
who had some varsity expe-
rience and appears ready for 

a regular spot on the varsity; 
and newcomers Chase Try-
gestad, Evan Helvick and 
Stevie Bowman. 
 “In terms of training, we 
had one of our best summers 
in recent memory. Most of 
our top returning athletes 
were able to attend summer 
practices on a regular basis 
(2-3 times per week), often 
accumulating 200 or more 
miles in a ten week period.  
Several returning junior var-
sity runners did the same.  A 
number of athletes participat-
ed in the strength and condi-
tioning program and some 
also participate in other sports 
over the summer.  Overall, the 
team is entering the season 
physically ready to go.
 “I hope that our kids have a 
positive and fun experience, 
build relationships, and grow 

as people.  As a team, I hope 
to see them come together 
as a cohesive unit, commit 
to excellence together, and 
strive to be competitive and 
improve as much as possible.  
If we can get to the point that 
they are all training and com-
peting for each other, then 
that will be the best success 
we could achieve.” 
 Waconia is the defending 
champion in the WCC East. 
While Meyer said they won’t 
be as strong this season, he 
still lists them as the team to 
beat. “That said, the WCC 
East looks to be very wide 
open based on returning run-
ners.  We will have a good 
chance to compete for the 
team title, along with Waco-
nia, Hutchinson, and Delano, 
with Orono and Holy Family 
only slightly behind and also 

potentially competitive.”
 Buffalo and Willmar were 
the Section 2AA state quali-
fiers last season. Willmar has 
been moved to Section 8AA, 
so they are out of the picture, 
but Meyer said Buffalo will 
likely contendfor the title 
again, with Mankato East, 
Chanhassen and Marshall 
looking to be competitive. 
“We believe we will have 
a chance to compete for the 
next tier and we hope to im-
prove on our team place from 
2018,” Meyer said. 

Seniors
Josh Anderson 
Stevie Bowman
Carson Davis 
Ethan Gregory

Max Russo

Juniors
Adam Brandt 
Joe Cienciwa
Evan Helvick
 Jacob Helvick

John Taylor 

Sophomores 
Wyatt Davis
Michael Fish

Mitch Krostue
Jacob Malecha
James Sackett

Brayden Schultz
Chase Trygestad

Freshmen
Evan Bible

Andrew Delost
Cole Herrmann

Preston Herrmann
Riley Huseby

Joey Little
Liam Roufs

Ryan Schoen

 Last year Luke Sweberg 
had two days between his hir-
ing as head girls tennis coach 
and the start of the season. 
This year, with a full season 
under his belt and an entire 
off-season to prepare, he is 
hoping to see improvement 
in his squad, which went 2-7 
in dual meets last season. 
 Toby Thietje and Chris 
Lonke return as assistant 
coaches for the Trojans, and 
there are 38 athletes on this 
year’s roster. 
 “Our tennis program con-
tinues to have very healthy 
numbers in our 9-12 grades,” 
Sweberg said. “We have had 
a lot of individuals show im-
provement from the end of 
last season to the first week 
of this season, and we are ex-
cited to see how good we can 
get as the season progresses.”
 Key returnees for the Tro-
jans include Kianna Howard, 
a four-year contributor on 
varsity who will be one of the 
top singles players this year; 
Libby Hummel, a letterwin-
ner last season who will also 
be a top singles player; Emi-
lly Russo, a varsity veteran 
who will be in a top doubles 
group; Maddie Dorner anoth-
er varsity veteran and dou-
bles player; Maggie Nielsen, 
a doubles player with a year 
of varsity experience; and 
Sarah Berg, a doubles player 
who came on the scene last 
year in a top doubles group.
 The Trojans have a number 

of younger players compet-
ing for the remaining varsi-
ty spots, and Swedberg says 
he expects those positions to 
change from week to week. 
 The tennis squad began 
its season at the Mankato 
East Invitational. “We com-
peted really well in our first 
competition, which was a 
round-robin tournament in 
Mankato,” Swedberg said. 
We were able to find suc-
cess at all levels of the tour-
nament. Our girls are very 
coachable and are a real joy 

to be around. That makes the 
job very fun and enjoyable.”
 During the summer 
months, the girls held prac-
tices three days a week to 
gain experience and skills. 
“We also had some individu-
als taking lessons and attend-
ing camps,” Swedberg said. 
 “We hope our athletes en-
joy the process and love to 
compete every step of the 
way. One thing we hope to 
accomplish is to become 
closer as a group throughout 
the season.”

Orono is the defending 
Wright County East cham-
pion, and they will be strong 
again. Swedberg said the oth-
er three teams, Hutchinson, 
Delano and Holy Family, 
are also tough. “We have a 
tough conference, but it will 
be fun to see how we match 
up against each team. We will 
compete hard every night.”
 Minnetonka was the Sec-
tion 2AA champion last 
season. Swedberg said they, 
along with Prior Lake and 
Eden Prairie, are among this 

year’s favorites. 
 “We expect to compete 
with our side of the section 
well,” he said. “We match 
up well across the board. We 
will compete to the best our 
ability and let the chips fall 
where they may.”
 In addition to the Mankato 
East tournament, the Trojans 
have already had five other 
matches, as well as hosted 
the New Prague Invitation-
al. Their next match is at 
home on Wednesday, Sept. 4, 
against Chanhassen. 

Seniors
Sarah Berg 

Carly Berglund 
Paige Carlson 

Madeline Dorner 
Kendra Dueffert
Sadie El-Wailli 
Juliett Garcia
Tess Girard 

Kianna Howard 
Kaidyn Mulvihill
Maggie Nielsen 

Madison Richgels
Emily Russo 

Rebecca Ryburn
Elyse Thoreson 

Juniors
Sidney Dickenson

Maddie Fenner 
Carly Gothberg 
Anna Hanson 

Ashley Hanson 
Libby Hummel 
Rachel Russo 

Brenna Solheid 
Alyssa Tyson 

Sophomores
Kaylee Luhmann

Ari Meyers

Freshmen
Mandi Becher
Claire Blees

Madeline Boulanger
Abree Kocina
Piper Kocina
Ava Lyons

Brooke Mensing
Samantha Nelson
Payton Peterson

Abigail Pint
Anna Sharkey

Tally Veit
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314 Fiddler Ct. SE
New Prague, MN 56071

Roofi ng • Siding • Windows • Insurance Specialist

www.trexteriors.com

Over 15 years experience
Licensed, bonded, insured

Tim Ryan
612-240-1310

Contractor # BC 665789

Good Luck Trojans!

SOMETHING 
DIFFERENT

New Prague
952-758-3349

Highways 13 & 21 South

Stop in 
for a $6 Lunch
NEW PRAGUE DAIRY QUEEN

 SUPPORT GROUPS
Mondays 6:30 pm

Thursdays 6:30 pm

Meal included

Transportation Available

For students 
7th - 12th grade

1407 East Main St.
New Prague, MN

952-758-3077

www.thewellym.com 

GO TROJANS! GO TROJANS!

225 Chalupsky Ave SE, New Prague
651.451.5160

Lower Loan Rates. Fewer Fees. Better Service.

Trojan boys looking forward to 2019 CC season

The 2019-20 boys cross country team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios

Tennis team looking to improve in 2019

The 2019-20 tennis team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios



 Coach Jake Norby, in his 
third year as head coach, has 
had just three wins in those 
first two seasons, but he is 
excited to begin year three 
with increased numbers and 
some experienced athletes at 
key positions. 
 Norby’s coaching staff 
for grades 9-12 includes as-
sitants Dan Seymour, Don 
Plaisance, Colin Shepp, 
Andy Kardoes, Eric Brever, 
Nick Schoenecker, Aaron 
Shetka, Michael Coldagelli, 
Joe Hemann, Johnny Joseph-
son, Mark Lockhart, Kev-
in Woitas, Michael Phipps, 
Chad Lukkes, Bill Gacken-
heimer and strength coach 
Eric Feehan. Student manag-
ers include Sydney Hemann, 
MaKenzie Dropik, Molly 
Blohm, Annika Ilg, Seth 
Dorner, Chase Smith, Garrett 
Gagner, Ray Parker and Aar-
on Adamson
 The Trojans had 111 stu-
dents in grades 9-12 report 
for practice this season, an 
increase of 15 from last year. 
 “We are excited for what 
is to come,” Norby said. “We 
feel that we have a senior 
class strong in both leader-
ship and ability. We have 
quite a few major contribu-
tors to the 2018 Trojans who 
we are expecting to have ex-
ceptional seasons in 2019. As 
a program, we made a huge 
emphasis on our offseason 
strength and conditioning 
program and as a result, we 
have a lot of guys who we 
feel will be able to help us 
at a high level because of the 
exceptional work they did 
November through January.” 
 Another positive was 
that in the upper grades, the 
coaching staff was able to re-
cruit some athletes who have 
not been out for football in 
the past, or who have been 

out, but had not played the 
last year or two. 
 “We are pumped about this 
because we are adding some 
very good athletes to the 
mix,” he said. 
 Norby said there is a lot of 
optimism within the lower 
levels as they have increased 
the numbers at both the fresh-
man and junior varsity levels.  
 Key returnees to this year’s 
team include: Quarterback/
defensive back Parker John-
son, an all district player and 
the team’s offensive player 
of the year last year;  Run-
ning back/linebacker Mitch 
Callahan, an all-district hon-
orable mention player; Tight 
end/defensive end Jay Sko-
berboe, an all-district player 
last season; Running back/
defensive back/punter Jack 
Kreutzian - last year’s special 
teams player of the year. 
 Johnson, Callahan and 
Kreutzian are the team cap-
tains this year. Other top 
returnees include: Nathan 
Osbourne - RB/DB, Jake 
Deutsch - WR/DB, Jake 
Trachte - OL/DL, Emmett 
Bartyzal - OL/LB and Ryan 
Schoenbauer - WR/DB. 
 Some new varsity athletes 
who Norby expects to con-
tribute include running back/
defensive back Billy Geis, a 
shifty back who always does 
the job, and a dependable de-
fensive back who had devel-
oped a knack for making big 
plays;  Marvin Halloran, a 
fullback/defensive back who 
had a tremendous offseason 
in the weight room, and Will 
Busch, a tight end/linebacker 
who took last year off after 
being a starter as a sopho-
more.  
 “We have been most sat-
isfied with the way that this 
team responds to challenges 
with a positive attitude,” said 

Norby. “On a daily basis, we 
challenge these guys to re-
spond to coaching, control 
what they can control, take 
each practice and make it bet-
ter than the one before. With-
in our first four days, this 
group has really responded to 
these challenges and elevated 
the effort displayed in prac-
tice along with the execution 
within the three phases of the 
game."
 During the off-season, the 
team attended the South Da-
kota State Team camp, took 
part in strength training and 
agility and conditioning drills, 
and had a two-day mini-camp 
in July. they also had four 
Sunday Night football ses-
sions over the summer. 
  “As a football program, we 
hope to bring the essence of 
our culture to life. We want 
to work towards building an 
environment in which play-
ers and coaches want to raise 
their efforts, discipline, and 
commitment as an individ-
ual on a daily basis because 
of the relationships they have 
built within the team.  We 
want to be a team that fights 
for the guy next to them day 
in and day out - good times or 
bad times”
 Owatonna is the defending 
Big Southeast Red Sub-Dis-
trict champion, and while 
the two-time defending state 
champions were hit hard by 
graduation, they are expect-
ed to make another run at the 
title this year. Mankato West, 
always a strong team, moves 
from the Blue to the Red 
Sub-District and will chal-
lenge the Huskies. 
 “We want to compete on 
a night by night basis by fo-
cusing on the little things 
that win football games and 
concentrating on controlling 
what we can control,” said 
Norby. 
 Chaska was the Section 
2AAAAA champion last 
season, and Norby said the 
Hawks, along with Chanhas-
sen, Waconia and Mankato 
West, will be in the hunt for 
a section title. 
 “We will work hard to im-
prove on a daily and weekly 
basis and be in a position to 
make a run at the end of the 
season,” Norby said. 

 The Trojans spent their 
season Friday, Aug. 30, 
traveling to Byron, which 
is playing a Big Southeast 
schedule this year. Their first 
home game is Friday, Sept. 6, 
against Rochester Mayo. 

Seniors
Brady Aune

Emmett Bartyzal
Joseph Baudette
Brendon Buckley

Will Busch
Mitch Callahan 

Ephratah Chinedu-Eneh
Kurt Chlan

Jordan Dahlberg
Josh Dahlberg
Jake Deutsch

Billy Geis
Marvin Halloran
Gavin Janovsky 
Parker Johnson 
Jack Kreutzian
Sam Lancaster 
Elijah McNeal

Connor McWilliams
Jake Odenthal 

Nathan Osborne 
Ryan Schoenbauer 

Dylan Shimek
Jay Skogerboe 
Jarek Tikalsky
Jake Trachte 

Juniors
Carson Bittner 
Logan Durban 
Luke Galchutt 
Bennett Isley 
Ian Lillquist 

Dylan Johnson 
Keegan O’Rourke 

Jon Ouradnik
Tanner Paden 

Beau Plaisance 
Billy Simon
Jack Thomas 

Thomas Traxler
Jack Ulschmid
Collin Walsh
Jack Wilmes
Matt Zweber 

Sophomores
Evan Anderson
Paul Bartusek

Jeff Bisek
Ethan Chromy

Memphis Connelly
Ethan Crews
Ian DeGross

Luke Dorweiler
Brody Fischer
Matt Friedges

Nick Geis
Alex Gregory

Owen Hartmann
Drew Hemann
Ryan Huberty
Brody Isley

William Jacobson
Thomas Johnson

Aidan King
Chris Kowarsch
Riley Krebsbach

Tyler Lucas
Kaden Lukkes
Dan McBroom
Tom McBroom

Cameron O’Connor
Michael O’Rourke

Brendan Pieper

Cameron Prochaska
Reid Schwartzkopf

Luke Shepard
Eddie Sirek

Delaney Suraju
Brody Wolch
Jarrett Wood

Freshmen
Nathan Burkhardsmeier

James Cavanaugh
Jack Chapman

Frank Deichelbohrer
Samuel Friedges

Nick Giesen
Tyler Giesen

Hugh Goggins
Jacob Hemann
Nick Hoheisel
Aiden Jackson
Devon Kaiser

Spencer LaRue
Chase Laufenberg

Parker Lohman
Jacob Lundquist

Isaac Mejia
Freddy Mendez

Nino Morris
Timothy Neisen
Joseph Novak
Thomas Ott
Cullen Pexa

Derek Schaap
Jacob Scherf

Matthew Schoenecker
Ethan Schultz

Ty Sebesta
Jackson Sirek
Austin Spinler
Isaac Stanger
Holden Stano
Owen Wilkins
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GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

952-758-2559
www.newpragueappliance.com

Tuesday 
thru Sunday
6am - 2pm

SERVING BREAKFAST ALL DAY 
AND LUNCH 10:30AM TO 2PM

952-758-6772
Hwy 13 & 21 SW, NEW PRAGUE

Follow us on Facebook @ The Ettlin’s Cafe

Drs. Tim and Wendy Goldsmith
Dr. Kristal Jones and Dr. Amanda Thurmes

952-758-2080 • 1101 1st St. NE  •  New Prague
Mon. 9-7, Tues. - Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-Noon

952-758-2080
www.goldsmitheye.com

The New Prague Trojan football team hopes to 
bounce back after a 1-8 season last year. 

The 2019-20 football team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios

The 2019-20 cheer team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios

 

 

 
 



 After four years as an as-
sistant coach, Cassie Jung 
takes over as the head girls 
swimming and diving coach 
at New Prague High School. 
 Tracy Torgerson, head 
coach for five years, took a 
leave of absence from her 
teaching job and resigned as 
head coach. She remains on 
staff as an assistant coach in 
charge of the divers. Angeli-
ca Bisek joins the staff as an 
assistant coach as well. Ken-
dra Cameron is student man-
ager. 
 The Trojans have 31 ath-
letes on this year’s squad, 
down slightly from last year, 
when the squad showed great 
improvement as the season 
progressed. Ellen Popple ad-
vanced to the state meet in 
diving and there were three 
school records broken - the 
200 medley relay, 100 breast-
stroke and the 200 freestyle 
relay. The team also placed 
second at the Bloomington 
Kennedy Invitational. 
 “We have many young 
swimmers that will be top 
competitors this year on 

our team,” Jung said when 
asked what she expects from 
this year’s squad. “We have 
depth in multiple strokes and 
will be competitive with our 
strong relays. I believe our 
biggest strength in individ-
ual events will be in diving. 
Our depth will make us com-
petitive in the 200 yard relay 
events.”
 The biggest obstacle for 
the Trojans, who are in their 
third year as a Class AA pro-
gram, is that the team is in 
Section 2AA. “This is a very 
difficult section with some 
very large schools. However 
this does not intimidate our 
athletes and will only push 
them to improve to the best 
team we have had yet,” Jung 
said. 
 Key returnees to this year’s 
team include Lauren Kitner 
and EmmaLynn Dickerson 
in diving,  Riley Siegle in the 
backstroke, Jillian Weichert 
in butterfly, Ella Lund in dis-
tance events, Bailey Newman 
in freestyle (both sprint and 
distance) and Maddie An-
derson (captain), who brings 

leadership and talent in her 
freestyle and butterfly. 
 There are some other ath-
letes new to varsity who will 
play important roles, includ-
ing Peyton Sheiffer, Alli 
Foust and Julia Bassett.
  The Trojans lost 10 seniors 
to graduation, which Jung 
said was noticeable during 
the first week of practice. 
 “Ellen Popple was our only 
state participant last year and 
we will miss her leadership 
and extreme talent in diving 
events,” Jung said. “Sarah 
Helvick broke the school re-
cord in the 100 breastroke 
and we will miss her breast-
stroke in our top medley re-
lay.  Brooklynn Isley is an-
other big loss for us in her 
sprint freestyle and breast-
stroke.” 
 Jung said she’s been very 
pleased with the attitude 
the girls have as they begin 
their third season at the New 
Prague Aquatic Center. 
 “The girls have come in 
and worked very hard. They 
have not complained and 
only had positive things to 

say to each other.  We look 
and feel like a team and we 
are very excited for the sea-
son.” 
 She added that many of 
the team members competed 
during the winter and sum-
mer seasons for either the 
Neptune Swim Club or the 
Storm Swim Club, which has 
helped the athletes develop. 
 “I hope that we continue to 
grow in our depth as a swim 
organization.  This swim 
team has improved each year 
in the times and their place-
ment in the invitationals we 
are invited to.  We have a 
chance to send athletes to the 
state tournament and it would 
be awesome to represent 
New Prague at the MSHSL 
State Meet.” Jung said. 
 Hutchinson is the defend-
ing Wright County Confer-
ence champion, and Jung 
expects the Tigersharks to be 
one of the top teams again 
this year, along with Delano, 
Orono and Mound Westonka.  
 Minnetonka is the defend-
ing Section 2AA champion 
and is the favorite to repeat, 

with Eden Prairie and Prior 
Lake among the contenders. 
 Jung would like to see her 
team move up to the middle 
of the pack in both the con-
ference and section stand-
ings. 
 “We have an incredible 
group of girls that have great 
sportsmanship and incredible 
talent,” she said. “We would 
love the community’s sup-
port at our swim meets at the 
five home meets this season 
at the New Prague Aquatic 
Center.” 
  The team had its first meet 
Thursday, Aug. 22, at home 
against Mankato East. They 
competed at Bloomington 
Kennedy on Tuesday, Aug. 
27. Their next meet is Thurs-
day, Sept. 5, at Litchfield 
and their next home meet is 
Thursday, Sept. 12, at Das-
sel-Cokato. 

Seniors 
Madelyn Anderson 

Jazlyn Cady
Emmalyn Dickerson 

Lauren Kitner 
Morgan Larson 

Emily Schaap 

Juniors
Brianna Davis
Paige Forrester
Katelyn Perkins

Riley Siegle
Hailey Tupy

Jillian Weichert 

Sophomores
Jordan Clay

Lucy Helgestad
Elizabeth Hesseling

Hailey Kadrlik
Bailey Newman

Elise Pahl
Lydia Popple

Audrey Seurer
Olivia Swenson

Freshmen
Amanda Boyer

Alli Foust
Courtney French

Piper Johnson
Caitlyn Luckow
Emily McCarthy

Alexis Resop
Lea Sirek

Grace Tumasmith
Tomi Williams
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Patty’s 
Place

 

 
 

DANIEL R . BERG, M.D.

MICHAEL P. O’ROURKE, M.D.

JEAN CR AIG, M.D.

HEATHER HAMERNICK , M.D.

www.parkviewclinic.com

CONGRATULATIONS 
ON ALL YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS!

JOHN H. BERG JR., M.D.

MARK A. BERG, M.D.

DANIEL R. BERG, M.D.

MICHAEL P. O’ROURKE, M.D.

JEAN CRAIG, M.D.

HEATHER HAMERNICK, M.D.

PARKVIEW 
MEDICAL CLINIC

Family Physicians
1400 1st St. NE, 

New Prague
952-758-2535

CONGRATULATIONS
ON ALL YOUR ACHIEVEMENTS!

New Prague Veterinary Clinic
“For Three Generations”

Dr. Bill Vollmar
Boarding Services

Available

1003 East Main Street
New Prague
952-758-2881
Hours:
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. - Noon

New Prague Veterinary Clinic
“For Four Generations”

Dr. Bill Vollmar • Dr. Katie Vollmar
1003 East Main Street
New Prague
952-758-2881
Hours:
Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m. - Noon

COMMITMENT  TO GETTING RESULTS.
Providing skilled legal representation

Including Personal Injury & Criminal Defense

952.758.4161 
www.lawyersnp.com • 119 East Main Street • New Prague

After Hours Emergencies: 952.201.0838 or 952.994.6842
Evening & weekend appointments available.

1102 1st St. NE
New Prague

952-758-9440
Buffet Hours:
Sun. thru Sat.

11 am to 1:30 pm
5 to 7:30 pm

Fri. & Sat. 
5 to 8 pm

www.pizzaranch.com

Trojan swim/dive team has new coach
The 2019-20 swim and dive team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios

Everyday Low DIAMOND Prices.
Custom jewelry and 

in-house repair service. 
~ 12 mos. Interest Free Financing Available ~

119 West Main St., New Prague • 952-758-2422
Hours: M-T-W-F 9-5, Th. 10-6:30, Sat. 9-1

Lee and Sue Marquardt welcome you!

$ 
CASH 

for 
GOLD 

$
mayoclinichealthsystem.org

3”x1.5” New Prague Times SOFTBALL 2019

www.ambrozplumbing.com

We are Earth/
Eco Friendly!

Offering tankless, energy-effi cient 
water heaters & custom built water 

softeners and iron fi lters.

952-758-6265
Cell 952-292-4413

JOE’S SHOE REPAIR

N.P. Letterman’s Jackets & Letters

TROJAN WEAR
Baseball 

Caps 
In Stock!

Joe and 
Colette 
Trenda 

~
Ann 

Marie 
Hertaus

325 West Main St., New Prague, MN
952-758-3461

Gift 

Certifi cates 

Available!

JOE’S SHOE REPAIR

N.P. Letterman’s Jackets & Letters

TROJAN WEAR
Baseball 

Caps 
In Stock!

Joe and 
Colette 
Trenda 

~
Ann 

Marie 
Hertaus

325 West Main St., New Prague, MN
952-758-3461

Gift 

Certifi cates 

Available!

JOE’S SHOE REPAIR
Joe & 

Colette 
Trenda

~
Ann Marie
Hertaus 
& Kevin 

Kes
325 West Main St., New Prague, MN

952-758-3461

~ NEW ~
Leather Wallets
& Money Clips

(in Brown & Camo colors)

N.P. Letterman’s Jackets & Letters

Gift 

Certifi cates

Available!

FIND US 
on Facebook 

THE 
NEW 

PRAGUE 
TIMES
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Expanded Evening Hours: M-F: 8am to 8pm, Saturday: 9am to Noon
www.newpragueanimalcare.com

GOOD LUCK TROJANS!

415 4th Avenue NW, New Prague MN 56071

Stephen Lavallee, DVM
Lisa Johnson, DVM

STASNEY 
ELECTRIC

Jon P. Colling, D.D.S.
Ruth C. Peterka, D.D.S.

� omas W. Smyth, D.D.S.

GENERAL DENTISTRY 

WELCOME 
NEW PATIENTS!

211 Cty. Rd. 37      New Prague     952-758-2376 
www.newpraguedentist.com

• Parties

• Showers

• Classes

• Weddings

• Business Meetings

• All your Private Events

On the West End
408 Main Street West, New Prague
admin@mainvenues.com

Contacts:
Debbie Menden Wurzberger 

952-215-9083
Jan Sirek-Hrabe 952-200-0382

Your Event
Your Way!

 The New Prague Trojan 
boys soccer team enjoyed 
its best season ever in 2018, 
going 6-10-1 and 2-4-1 in the 
Wright County Conference. 
As the program begins its 
third year under head coach 
Gospel Kordah, they are con-
fident that the team will con-
tinue its improvement. 
 There are 38 players on this 
year’s squad in grades 9-12, 
Cezar Santos is Kordah’s as-
sistant, and student managers 
are Annie Glomski, Kami 
Pexa and Erica Siegel. 
 “My assistant coach and I 
feel very confident with this 
group of players,” Kordah 
said. “Our expectations this 
year are to continue to play 
competitively and work on 
improving our skills every 
day. Our goal this year is to 
be in the top half of the con-
ference. The only obstacle 
we might have is having such 
a low number of kids that 
came out for soccer. With 
that said, I still feel confident 
to compete with the players 
that I have.” 
 Returning varsity players 
include Joshua Mader, John 
Wacker, Logan Bible, Henry 
Newton, Chase Tiede, Samu-
el McDougall, Isaac Hill and 
Jeff Wacker. “These players 
bring years of experience 
competing at the varsity lev-
el,” Kordah said. 
 “We have many new play-
ers that will really help sup-

port the varsity team this 
year,” he added. 
 The team’s biggest chal-
lenge will be to replace sev-
eral top players who played 
key roles for them. “We had 
15 seniors graduate last year, 
including our ‘rock star’ goal 
keeper Kade Eggum, along 
with midfielder Cole Upleg-
ger and defender Mason De-
Gross. 
 Kordah said the first few 
weeks of practice has shown 
a commitment on skill devel-

opment. 
 “The boys are working 
hard to continue to get better 
each day,” he said. 
 Many of the players took 
part in summer soccer camps 
and some played spring/sum-
mer soccer. He added that 
many of the players took part 
in the summer weight lifting 
program and fitness training. 
  “The most important thing 
this year is for my boys to 
commit to playing as a team 
and commit to improving 

their skills,” Kordah said. 
“We are a good team and we 
want to keep playing compet-
itively. My hope is that each 
player commits to improv-
ing, regardless of the level 
they play on.” 
 Orono is the defending 
Wright County Conference 
champion. Kordah sees Holy 
Family as the team to beat in 
2019. 
 “I expect to be in the top 
half of the conference,” 
Kordah said. “We play some 

tough teams but we have 
been able to compete with 
each team and our challenge 
will be taking advantage of 
our chances.”  
 Lakeville North was last 
year’s Section 1AA cham-
pion, but the Panthers have 
been moved to section 3AA 
this year. Kordah expects 
Rochester Mayo and Farm-
ington will be among the 
teams to beat. “They are well 
coached and they have some 
kids that play at a higher level 
during the summer months,” 
he said. “I know that our goal 
is to win a section game this 
year. We are making some re-
ally good strides and playing 
well during the season will 
help us get there.” 
 The Trojans opened their 
season August 22, hosting 
Mankato West. They have 
also played games at Farib-
ault and Jordan. Their next 
game is Thursday, Aug. 29, 
at Farmington, and they will 
host St. Louis Park on Tues-
day, Sept. 3.

Seniors
Logan Bible 
Levin Brandt 

Samuel DeNardo 
Joshua Mader 
Henry Newton 
Cael Overgaard 
Max Scheffler

Jackson Simones 
Alexander Smisek

Juniors
Jack Baribeau 

Matthew Beatrez 
Jordan Chock
Michael Geske 

Isaac Hill 
Adam Hillstrom 

Samuel McDougall 
Reagan Perez 

Cameron Sheriff 
Chase Tiede 
Jeff Wacker 
John Wacker 

Sophomores
Dustin Anderson

William Ellingson
Ryan Foust

Dallas Houser
Jacob Lee

Hunter Lowy
Samuel Newton

Dylan Raaen
Samuel Gardner Roneker

Blake Skwira

Freshmen
Riley Bjorgaard
Ryan DeNardo

Charles DeNardo
Jack Eckstein

Jonathan Grams
Michael McLoone

Nathan Meyer
Alex Nelson

Alexander Woodyard

Eighth grade
Carter Wilson 

 Coming off a 6-9-2 sea-
son, Coach Matt Anderson 
is hoping to see continued 
improvement from his New 
Prague Trojan girls soccer 
team in his third season at the 
helm of the program. 
 Anderson and his assistant 
coaches, Ali Jo Hoffman and 
Steve Kehrli, have 48 athletes 
on this year’s team, including 
41 in grades 9-12 and seven 
eighth graders who tried out 
and made one of the teams. 
 “We have another talent-
ed group this fall and we’re 
looking to move into the top 
three in our conference,” An-
derson said. “Our goal is to 
win a playoff game this year. 
On a game-by-game basis, 
our goal is to be competitive 
in each game.”
 The Trojans have not won 
a playoff game since moving 
from Class A to Class AA 
four years ago.  
 The Trojans return a num-
ber of key players from last 
year. They include senior 
captains Dani Anderson, 
Lana Krautkremer, Laura 
Krautkremer and Lauren 
Kuehl. Anderson was an 
all-conference selection as a 
junior and the other three are 
midfielders who bring plen-
ty of experience to the team. 
Other returnees include ju-
niors Josie Parent and Keelie 
Buesgens and sophomores 
Evie Wegner and Payton 
Morris. 
Anderson also looks for help 
from junior Sophie Guerette, 

who saw some varsity ac-
tion last year, Rian Gibson, 
a sophomore transfer, soph-
omore defender Madison 
Josephson, junior goalkeeper 
Taylor Stepka and juniors Sa-
die Larson, Keiran McLoone 
and Trinity Shoemaker. 
 The team lost  seven se-
niors to graduation, six of 
them starters, which means 
there are big shoes to fill on 
both sides of the ball.
 “During our first week 
of practice, I have been im-
pressed and happy with the 
level of positive energy from 
the girls,” Anderson said. 
“Many had successful sum-
mer seasons playing togeth-
er and it shows. There has 
also been a sense of intensi-
ty surrounding them. I think 
they’re ready to get started.” 
 Anderson noted that many 
of the girls had successful 
summer club seasons, either 
on New Prague teams or club 
teams. “We’re looking for-
ward to building off of that 
success,” he said.  “We have 
talented girls on our team, so 
the important thing will be 
playing together. It is always 
our goal to improve every 
game, so that we are playing 
our best soccer in the play-
offs.”
 Waconia won the Wright 
County Conference title last 
year, and is among the favor-
ites in 2019. Anderson lists 
Orono, Holy Family and the 
Trojans as other contenders. 
 “Our goal is to finish in the 

top three,” he said. 
 Lakeville North is the de-
fending Section 1AA cham-
pion, but the Panthers have 
been moved to Section 3AA 
this year. Anderson says the 
section should be wide open, 
with Lakeville South, North-
field, Owatonna and Farm-
ington among the contenders. 
 “Our goal is to host a play-
off game. We have a very 
strong section,” he said. 
 The Trojans opened their 

season with a northern trek, 
facing St. Cloud Tech and 
Moorhead this past weekend. 
They played at Lakeville 
North on Tuesday, and their 
next game is Thursday, Sept. 
5, at Orono. Their first home 
game will be Saturday, Sept. 
7, at 1 p.m. against Rochester 
Mayo.   

Seniors
Dani Anderson 

Emma Deichelbohrer 

Lana Krautkremer 
Laura Krautkremer 

Lauren Kuehl 
Sophie Tikalsky 

Juniors
Keelie Buesgens 
Sophie Guerette 
Allie Heselton 
Sadie Larson 

Keiran McLoone 
Noel Miller 
Josie Parent 

Trinity Shoemaker 
Taylor Stepka 

Sophomores
Lily Birkholz
Ava Broberg 
Rian Gibson

Paige Hawley 
Emily Johnson 
Madi Josephson 

Jessica Lee 
Kailyn Luers 
Reese Miller 

Lily Moravchik 
Payton Morris 
Taylor Smith 
Evie Wegner 

Aubrey Weckman 

Freshmen
Abby Hartman 

Maggie Jacobson
Alexis Mattern
Olivia Miller

Elsie Schaumburg
Anna Schellin
Ashlyn Seurer
Sophia Smith 
Annie Zweber 

Evie Zack

Eighth grade
Jayda Blaschko

Ellie Hulse
Grace Loffler
Anna Novak
Ava Specht

Mackenzie Stepka

Boys soccer coming off best season ever

Returning players give girls soccer high hopes in 2019

The 2019-20 boys soccer team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios

The 2019-20 girls soccer team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios
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2019 Fall Sports Schedules
Cross Country

Coaches: Nick Meyer (boys) and Shawn Brandt (girls)

 Thur., Aug. 29 St. Olaf Showcase ........................10 a.m.
	 St.	Olaf	College,	Northfield
Thur., Sept. 5 TCU Invitational ..............................4 p.m.
 at Montgomery National GC
Thur., Sept. 12 Hutchinson Invitational ...................4 p.m.
 at Lake Marion Park
Sat., Sept. 21 Milaca Megameet .........................10 a.m.
 at Stones Throw GC
Tue., Sept. 24 New Prague Invitational..................4 p.m.
 at New Prague GC
Tue.,	Oct.	1	 Victoria	Lion’s	Invitational ...............3 p.m.
 at Chaska Par 30 GC
Tue., Oct. 8 Jordan Invitational ..........................4 p.m.
 at Ridges at Sand Creek GC
Tue., Oct. 15 Wright County East meet ...........3:30 p.m.
 site TBA
Thur., Oct. 24 Section 2AA meet ............................. TBD
 at Gale Woods Farm Park, Minnetrista
Sat., Nov. 2 State meet ........................................ TBD
	 at	St.	Olaf	College,	Northfield

Girls Soccer
Coach: Matt Anderson

Fri.,	Aug.	23	 at	St.	Cloud	Tech	(St.	Ben’s) ..........1 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 24 at Moorhead ...................................1 p.m.
Tue., Aug. 27 at Lakeville North .......................7:30 p.m.
Thur. Sept. 5 at Orono..........................................7 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 7 Rochester Mayo .............................1 p.m.
Tue. Sept. 10 Holy Family Catholic .......................5 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 12 Mound Westonka ............................7 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 14 at Rochester Century......................1 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 16 at Chaska .......................................7 p.m.
Tue. Sept. 17 at Glencoe-Silver Lake ...................7 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 19 Waconia ..........................................7 p.m.
Tue. Sept. 24 at Watertown-Mayer .......................7 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 26 Rockford .........................................7 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 28 Lakeville South .................................noon
Mon., Sept. 30 at Delano ........................................5 p.m.
Thur. Oct. 3 Hutchinson......................................7 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 8 Section 1AA (high seed) .................7 p.m.
Thur., Oct. 10 Section 1AA (high seed) .................7 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 15 Section 1AA (high seed) .................7 p.m.
Oct. 22-24 State Tournament (various) .............. TBD
Mon., Oct. 28 State Tourney (US Bank St) ............. TBD
Thur., Oct. 31 State Tourney (US Bank St) ............. TBD

Boys Soccer
Coach: Gospel Kordah

Thur., Aug. 22 Mankato West  ................................4 p.m.
Sat., Aug. 24 at Faribault........................................noon
Mon, Aug. 26 at Jordan.........................................6 p.m.
Thur., Aug. 29 at Farmington .................................7 p.m.
Tue., Sept 3 St. Louis Park .................................7 p.m.
Thur. Sept. 5 at Orono..........................................5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 7 at Rochester Mayo .........................1 p.m.
Tue., Sept. 10 Holy Family Catholic .......................7 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 12 Mound Westonka ............................5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 14 Rochester Century..........................1 p.m.
Mon., Sept 16 at Chaska .......................................5 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 19 Waconia ..........................................5 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 23 at Mayer Lutheran ..........................7 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 26 Rockford .........................................5 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 30 at Delano ........................................7 p.m.
Thur., Oct. 3 Hutchinson......................................5 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 8 Section 1AA (high seed) .................7 p.m.
Thur., Oct. 10 Section 1AA (high seed) .................7 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 15 Section 1AA (high seed) .................7 p.m.
Oct. 22-24 State Tournament (various) .............. TBD
Tue., Oct. 29 State Tourney (US Bank St) ............. TBD
Thur., Oct. 31 State Tourney (US Bank St) ............. TBD

Football
Coach: Jake Norby

 Fri., Aug. 30  at Byron ..........................................7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 Rochester Mayo .............................7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 13 at Owatonna ...................................7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Mankato West .................................7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 27 at Rochester John Marshall ............7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 4 Rochester Century..........................7 p.m.
Fri., Oct. 11 Albert Lea .......................................7 p.m.
Wed.,	Oct.	16	 at	Northfield ....................................7 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 22 Section 2AAAAA (high seed) ..........7 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 26 Section 2AAAAA (high seed)  .........7 p.m.
Fri., Nov. 1 Section 2AAAAA (high seed) ..........7 p.m.
Nov.	7-9	 State	Quarterfinals	....(time and site TBA)
Nov. 14-16 State Tourney (US Bank Stadium) 
Nov. 29-30 Prep Bowl (US Bank Stadium) 

Girls Swim/Dive
Coach: Cassie Jung

Thur., Aug. 22 Mankato East..................................6 p.m.
Tue., Aug. 27 at Bloomington Kennedy  ...............6 p.m.
 at Oak Grove MS
Thur.	Sept.	5	 at	Litchfield .....................................6 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 7 Bl. Kennedy Invitational   ..............10 a.m.
 at Oak Grove MS
Thur., Sept. 12 Dassel-Cokato ................................6 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 19 Waconia ..........................................6 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 26 at Delano ........................................6 p.m.
Sat. Sept. 28 at St. Peter Invitational .................10 a.m.
Thur., Oct. 3 Mound Wstka/HFC .........................6 p.m.
Thur. Oct. 10 at Orono..........................................6 p.m.
Tue. Oct. 15 St. Peter ..........................................6 p.m.
Sat., Oct. 26 Wright Co Conf meet  ...................10 a.m.
 at Hutchinson
Wed., Nov. 6 Sect 2AA (Eden Prairie)..................6 p.m.
Fri., Nov. 8 Sect 2AA (Eden Prairie) .................6 p.m.
Thur. Nov. 14 State meet (U of M) dive pre ..........6 p.m.
Fri. Nov. 15 State meet (U of M) swim pre .........6 p.m. 
Sat.	Nov.	16	 State	meet	(U	of	M)	finals	 ..............6 p.m.

Girls Tennis
Coach: Luke Swedberg

Fri., Aug. 16 Mankato East Invitational ...............9 a.m.
Mon., Aug. 19 Faribault ..........................................4 p.m.
Thur.,	Aug.	22	 Litchfield ....................................4:15 p.m.
Fri., Aug. 23 Glencoe-Silver Lake Tri ..................1 p.m.
 GSL and Roseau
Sat Aug. 24 New Prague Invitational..................9 a.m.
Mon., Aug. 26 Mound Westonka .......................4:15 p.m.
Wed., Sept. 4 Chanhassen ..............................4:15 p.m.
Thur. Sept., 5 at Holy Family Catholic ..............4:15 p.m.
Sat.Sept. 7 at Brainerd Tourney ........................9 a.m.
Mon., Sept. 9 at Mankato East.........................4:30 p.m.
Tue., Sept. 10 at Orono.....................................4:15 p.m.
Tue., Sept. 17 Delano .......................................4:15 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 19 Hutchinson.................................4:15 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 23 at Farmington .................................4 p.m.
Tue., Sept. 24 Chaska ......................................4:15 p.m.
Thur., Sept. 26 Wright Co. East Tourney ...............10 a.m.
 at Holy Family Catholic
Tue. Oct. 1 Section 2AA team   .........................4 p.m.
 at high seed
Thur., Oct. 3 Section 2AA team   .........................4 p.m.
 at high seed
Tue.,	Oct.	8	 Section	2AA	team	semi/finals ........... TBD 
 at Gustavus Adolphus College
Fri., Oct. 11 Section 2AA Individuals .................... TBD
 at Gustavus Adolphus College
Tue., Oct. 15  Section 2AA Individuals .................... TBD
 at Gustavus Adolphus College
Tue., Oct. 22 State AA team meet .......................... TBD
 Baseline Tennis Ctr., U of M
Wed., Oct. 23 State AA team meet .......................... TBD
 Baseline Tennis Ctr., U of M
Thur., Oct. 24 State AA individual meet ................... TBD
 Baseline Tennis Ctr., U of M
Fri., Oct. 25 State AA individual meet ................... TBD
 Baseline Tennis Ctr., U of M

Volleyball
Coach: Angie Andersen

Thur. Aug. 22 Mayer Lutheran ..............................7 p.m.
Fri. Aug. 23 at Belle Plaine.................................7 p.m.
Tue.,	Aug.	27	 at	Northfield ....................................7 p.m.
Thur., Aug 29 St. Michael-Albertville .....................7 p.m.
Tue., Sept. 3 Shakopee .......................................7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 6 SW MN Challenge at Marshall .......5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 7 SW MN Challenge at Marshall ..9:30 a.m.
Tue., Sept. 10 at Mankato East..............................7 p.m.
Tue., Sept. 17 Mankato West .................................7 p.m.
Fri., Sept. 20 Eagle Invitational - Apple Valley .....5 p.m.
Sat., Sept. 21 Eagle Invitational - Apple Valley .....8 a.m.
Tue., Sept. 24 Waconia ..........................................7 p.m.
Thur. Sept. 26 at Holy Family Catholic ...................7 p.m.
Mon. Sept. 30 at Jordan.........................................7 p.m.
Tue., Oct. 1 Bloomington Jefferson ....................7 p.m.
Thur. Oct. 3 at Hutchinson..................................7 p.m.
Mon., Oct. 7 Orono ..............................................7 p.m.
Fri. Oct. 11 Eastview Invitational .......................5 p.m.
Sat. Oct. 12 Eastview Invitational ..................9:30 a.m.
Tue. Oct. 15 at Delano ........................................7 p.m.
Wed.	Oct.	23	 Section	2AAA,	first	round	(hi	seed)
  ........................................................7 p.m.
Fri.,	Oct.	25	 Section	2AAA	quarterfinals	(hi	seed)
  ........................................................7 p.m.
Tue.,	Oct.	29	 Section	2AAA	semifinals	(hi	seed)..7 p.m.
Sat.,	Nov.	2	 Section	2AAA	finals	(neutral	site) ...7 p.m.
Thur. Nov. 7 State Tournament ............................. TBD
 Xcel Energy Center
Fri. Nov. 8 State Tournament ............................. TBD
 Xcel Energy Center
Sat. Nov. 9 State Tournament ............................. TBD
 Xcel Energy Center

BE READY
Brad Carlson Agency

Your Local Insurance Store
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952-758-2055
bradcarlsonagency.com Brad Carlson

Partner Agent

Good Luck Trojans 
on your New Season!

for whatever life throws at you!
We’ll be here with comprehensive insurance coverage that keeps you protected.

newpraguetimes.com 
for the latest in news and local sports!24/7
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817 1st Street SE, New Prague, MN 56071
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 It’s always easy to be op-
timistic when starting a new 
season, but for the New 
Prague Trojan volleyball 
team, there is good reason for 
optimism. 
	 Last	 year’	 team	 finished	
with a 20-10 record and won 
the Wright County Confer-
ence East title. They were 
the No. 3 seed in the Section 
2AAA tournament, losing 
to eventual section cham-
pion Shakopee in the semi-
finals.	 The	 Trojans	 lost	 just	
two players from last year’s 
varsity roster, Chloe Davis 
and Lexi Isaacson, and look 
poised to make a deep run 
into the playoffs this season. 
 New Prague enters the 
season ranked No. 9 in the 
pre-season Class AAA poll. 
Angie Andersen, in her 11th 
year as varsity coach, says 
that while the team obviously 
has big goals, “We all under-
stand that the focus need to be 
one point, one game at a time. 
 “We need to do that to ex-
tend our season’s end date,” 
she said. 
 Assistants for the team 
are Franz Boelter, Devin 
Lehman, Tracy Skaja, Ama-
ra Meyer, Sami Collier and 
Amy Lemke. 
 Emma Norstedt and Ashlyn 
Osborne are student managers. 
 There were 57 athletes re-
porting for practice this sea-
son, and while that means a lot 
of depth, Anderson said one of 
the biggest obstacles the team 
will face is staying healthy. 
 Key returnees this year 
include McKenna Vacek, a 
senior captain and defensive 
specialist who had been a 
two-time all-conference per-
fomer. She has more than 
1,000 digs in her career; 
Sophia Andersen, a six-year 
varsity athlete and two-time 
all-conference and All-Metro 
player, she was a 2018 prep 
volleyball all-American and 

has more than 1,000 kills and 
1,000 assists in her career; 
Dani Friedges, a senior cap-
tain, was an all-conference 
athlete as an outside hitter; 
Kate Seymour, a multi-di-
mensional player who can 
do it all. She will play a key 
roll in the middle block po-
sition; Amanda Giesen, mid-
dle blocker, who will also 
be asked to play on the right 
side as well; Hannah Jensen, 
a junior defensive specialist, 
and junior Tori Moe, another 
player who will play in both 
a hitter and setter position. 
 Newcomers to the varsi-
ty include middle blocker 
Chessa Devine: hitters Lau-
ren Radermacher and Mack-
enzie Vycital, setter Haley 
Friedrich, middle and right 

side player Olivia Schmitz, 
and back row players Sophia 
Pexa and Lexi Fischer. 
	 “I’ve	 been	 very	 satisfied	
with our efforts and focus on 
working with our serve re-
ceive and block in terms of 
skill,” Andersen said. “More 
so, I am just excited to have 
a great group of young adults 
who show up everyday ready 
to work hard and add to our 
gym culture.”
 “A good handful of our 
players	 finished	 up	 playing	
for their club teams into late 
June and early July, many 
attended different camps at 
area colleges and most at-
tended our in house camp in 
July,”  Andersen said. “We 
put a focus this year on de-
veloping a competitive mind 

set and invited Cassie Weav-
er with Mentally Strong to 
come in and talk with our 
players this summer. In ad-
dition our returning varsity 
players from last season at-
tended the Concordia St Paul 
Team Camp in mid-July.”
 “The most important thing 
we want to accomplish this 
season is to emphasize the 
ability to daily raise our 
game: skill level, mindset 
training, team chemistry and 
have faith that by the end of 
the season we can look back 
and be proud about where we 
ended up.”  
 Andersen said Hutchin-
son and Waconia are the top 
challengers to the Trojans for 
the Wright County East title. 
As far as sections, she ex-

pects New Prague, Shakopee 
and Prior Lake to be the top 
teams.
 “Our No. 1 goal is to be in 
the top spot in the section,” 
she said. 
 The Trojans opened the 
season August 22 against pe-
rennial  Class A power Mayer 
Lutheran. They also took on 
Belle	 Plaine	 and	 Northfield.	
Their next match is Thurs-
day, Aug. 29, when they host 
St. Michael-Albertville. 

Seniors
Sophia Andersen 

Lexi Fischer 
Dani Friedges 

Amanda Giesen 
Sophia Pexa 

Olivia Schmitz 
Kate Seymour 

McKenna Vacek 

Juniors
Chessa Devine 
Haley Friedrich 
Hannah Jensen 
Liberty Kreger

Tori Moe 
Lauren Radermacher 
Mackenzie Vycital

Sophomores
Shelby Bolar

Emma Gullickson
Macy Hager

Emelia Halbmaier
Sammie Kotek
Laci Kratochvil
Mariah Marek
Abby Molstad
Anna Molstad
Libby Olson

Jasmine Schmitz
Lindsey Simon
Brynn Sticha
Dani Ussatis
Bailey Vesely
Elana Vivant

Hanna Wedeking
Madi Westall

Freshmen
Claire Baribeau
Morgan Collins
Brooke Giesen
Olivia Giesen
Haley Groute
Paige Haase

Kennedy Hard
Madi Johnson
Carly Lofton

Brooke Matsin
Bella Nyreen

Brooklyn O’Donoghue
Amber Odenthal
Mike Peterson
Maddy Picka

Payton Plaisance
Jasmin Simon

Samantha Solheid
Kayla Thorsfeldt

Maddy Tupy
Ericka Walsh
Alexa Witta

Seventh grade 
Emerson Dillon
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First Bank & Trust offers big-bank capabilities 
along with the flexibility you expect from an 
independent community bank. That means you’ll 
find the technology and conveniences to make 
banking EASY, with the lending power to fund 
your most ambitious plans and quick decisions 
from people you know.

Trojan volleyball expects big things this year

The 2019-20 volleyball team. Photo courtesy of LIfetouch Studios
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