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320 1st St. S, Montgomery   507-364-7944
www.bisekinteriors.com | info@bisekinteriors.com

Great Looks at a 
Great Price!

Dirty windows are unsightly, and they can
prevent beneficial sunlight from entering a
home. Cleaning windows need not be done
every week, but it shouldn't be overlooked
completely, either. While it certainly may be
a chore to clean windows, there are ways to
make the task much more tolerable.

Curb appeal can be very important when
selling a home. Even a home with a perfect-
ly manicured lawn and the newest roofing
and siding can seem unappealing if the win-
dows are dirty. Keeping windows clean
requires a good deal of work. For the acro-
phobics, cleaning second-story windows can
test the nerves. Having the right tools on
hand and a strategy in place will make the
job easier to manage.

Cleaning windows
Cleaning windows won't necessarily be

easy, but the following nine-step process
can make the task less difficult and time-
consuming.

1. Choose a day when it is overcast so
you will not be blinded by the sun while
cleaning. This also helps prevent streaking.
Begin by gathering what you'll need to get
the task done. Having everything at the
ready will enable you to move from one
window to the next. Here are the basic sup-
plies you will need:

* cleaning solution
* cloth, newspaper or squeegee
* towel
* spray bottle
* extension pole to reach high windows
* vacuum
* ladder or step stool
* garden hose
2. Take down and clean drapery or blinds

when cleaning the windows. Remove the
curtains so you will have an unobstructed
surface with which to work.

3. Start with the interior side of the win-
dows, as they are easier to access. Place a
towel on the sill to catch any drops so the
sill or the floor will stay dry.

4. Spray a lint-free cloth or the window
directly with the cleaning solution. The
edges and corners of the window tend to
accumulate the most grime, so begin by
cleaning those areas first. Once they are
clean and you will not exchange dirt to the
center of the window, work on the middle.
Wipe the windows in a horizontal direction
to help alleviate dripping.

5. To create a streak-free surface, some

people prefer to use a squeegee to drag out
any pockets of moisture for more even dry-
ing. Be sure to wipe the rubber strip of the
squeegee after each pass on the window.
You may choose to buff out any other
streaks with newspaper.

6. Vacuum the window sill and frame
afterward to catch any dust and debris.

7. Repeat the process for all interior win-
dows.

8. Move outdoors and start off by spray-
ing the window with a garden hose to
loosen any of the accumulated grime. Use
your cleaning solution to dissolve the rest of
the dirt. You may want to let it sit on the
window if there is stubborn grime. Repeat
the cleaning process used indoors for each
window.

9. If exterior second-floor windows are
hard to reach, consider using a ladder and
extension pole to extend your reach. Upper
windows will not be scrutinized as closely
as lower windows, so you may have a
greater margin for error. If the windows are
simply too high up, rely on a professional
window cleaner to get the job done rather
than risk falls or other injuries.

Mix your own cleaning solution
It may take trial and error to find a solu-

tion that works. Here is one recipe you may
want to start with.

1 cup white vinegar
1-1/2 cups rubbing alcohol
2 drops of dish soap
Pour into a clean and empty spray bottle.

Remember: Never mix bleach and ammonia
together to create a cleaning solution, as
toxic fumes will result.

How to clean dirty windows
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4. Home improvement projects

4. How to manage your allergies
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Gardening is a rewarding
hobby that many enthusiasts
credit with helping them to
peacefully escape from the
hustle and bustle of every-
day life. Though gardening
can be both relaxing and
rewarding, it's not as easy as
it may seem, and the more
time and effort a person
devotes to his or her garden
the more likely it is to be
successful.

Gardening can be a little
daunting for beginners who
have little or no experience
planting flowers or vegeta-
bles. But gardening need not
be so intimidating, especial-
ly for those beginners who
adhere to the following tips
aimed at helping novice gar-
deners start their gardens off
on the right foot.

* Determine what you
should plant. Where you live
will go a long way toward
determining what you
should plant. While you can
plant anything you can get
your hands on, the United
States Department of
Agriculture as well as
Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada have determined
specific plant hardiness
zones that indicate which
plants are most likely to
thrive in given locations.
Maps of these zones can be
found at www.usda.gov and
www.agr.gc.ca. By adhering
to the maps, gardeners can
significantly increase their
chances of growing success-
ful gardens. When in doubt
about what to plant, consult
a local gardening center or
seek advice from a profes-
sional landscaper.

* Think location when
beginning your garden.
Beginners with large yards
have the luxury of choosing
the right location on their
properties to start planting.
When choosing a spot, con-
sider how much sunlight a
location gets on a daily basis
and the spot's proximity to a
water supply. If planting
flowers, try to avoid planting
in areas with heavy foot traf-
fic so the flowers are less
likely to be stomped. If
you're planting flowers to
accent walkways, then con-
sider erecting a barrier
around the flower bed to
safeguard the flowers from
foot traffic.

* Get started before you
plant. Preparing the soil a
few weeks before you start
planting can help the plants
thrive down the road. Add
some organic material, such

as compost or fertilizer, to
the soil roughly three weeks
before planting. This helps
the soil retain water and
nutrients, which will help
your garden thrive.

* Time your planting.
When you plant is some-
times as important as what
you plant. Some climates
allow for year-round plant-
ing, but many do not. When
buying seeds, the packaging
might suggest what time of
year to plant the seeds.
Adhere to these suggestions
or your garden might not
grow much at all. In addi-
tion, keep in mind that many
seedlings need significant
light throughout the day in
order to grow, so choose a
time of year with ample day-
light.

* Don't forget to mulch.
Mulch can be as aesthetical-
ly appealing as it is effec-

tive. Mulch retains soil,
helping roots to grow
stronger, while deterring
bugs and preventing weed
growth. And many gardeners
find mulch adds visual
appeal their garden, and
does so in a very inexpen-
sive way.

* Clean your tools.
Beginners rarely recognize
the importance of cleaning
gardening tools before
putting them away. At the
end of each gardening ses-
sion, clean your tools thor-
oughly, as soil left on your
garden tools can play host to
potentially harmful microbes
that might kill your plants.

Gardening can be a labor-
intensive yet gratifying
hobby. By sticking to a few
simple rules, beginners can
develop a thriving garden to
reward all of that hard work.
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jordan carpet care

CARPETS
UPHOLSTERY
FABRIC 
PROTECTANT
WATER 
DAMAGE
PET ODORS

PROFESSIONAL CARPET 
& UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

CALL (952) 492-2549
Schedule your 
cleaning for 
graduation

today!
JORDAN, MN

FREE ESTIMATES

INSTITUTE

CERTIFICATION

of
INSPECTION,

CLEANING
and

RESTORATION

Jim and
Chris

*  Manufacturer’s mail-in rebate offer valid for qualifying purchases made 4/3/13–6/14/13 from participating dealers in the U.S. only. All rebates 
will be issued in the form of a prepaid reward card. Ask participating dealer for details, rebate form and information on qualifying purchases. Thi
rebate offer may not be combined with any other Hunter Douglas offer or promotion. © 2013 Hunter Douglas. All rights reserved. All trademarks
used herein are the property of Hunter Douglas.

Pirouette® Window Shadings  
and Luminette® Privacy Sheers
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SAVE $100*
or more with rebates
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Hunter Douglas window fashions.
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FREE
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Installation

 Hundreds of 
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with carpet 
purchase!

C o u p o n

Lonsdale

19

19
To Northfi eld

35

86
3

6
6

Webster

De
nt

 A
ve

.

El
m

or
e A

ve
.

    
 KREUSER 

Construction Services Inc.

HOME FIX-UP TIME

Steve Skluzacek, Owner
#0004897

12480 60th St. West
New Prague

(952) 758-4158

SKLUZACEK
CONSTRUCTION,

INC.
is an experienced, full-

service building contractor
that can help You!

• Remodeling    • Windows    • Decks
• Roofing           • Siding         • Doors
• Additions Garage Doors 

Plus Garage Door 
Repairs & Openers

Gardening tips for beginners

Keep safe when mowing
There are a few steps you

should take to ensure a sea-
son full of safe, productive
mowing. 

That’s because mower
accidents occur each year
due to unsafe mower opera-
tion, some of which lead to
serious or fatal injuries to
operators of all ages.
Fortunately, most mower
accidents are preventable.

Here are hints that can
help:
• Ensure that all safety fea-
tures are in place and func-
tioning, including deflectors,
guards, shields and warning
labels to alert operators and
others. Commercial-grade
mowers may include a

Rollover Protection System,
or ROPS, along with a seat
belt. The ROPS is intended
to protect the operator in the
event of an accidental
rollover. As such, it should
always be in the raised and
locked position and used
with a seat belt during
mower operation.
• Before mowing, survey the
site and clear it of any rocks,
toys, branches or other
debris that may be picked up
by the mower blades. Such
items can be thrown with
considerable force and may
cause injury.
• Wear appropriate clothing,
including substantial
footwear and eye and hear-

ing protection. Be aware that
loose clothing or dangling
jewelry can become entan-
gled in moving mower parts
and lead to an accident and
injury.
• Take extra care when
mowing on hills and never
mow on a slope greater than
15 degrees. Avoid sudden
changes of speed or direc-
tion when mowing hills,
which may cause a loss of
traction. The key to safe hill-
side mowing is to stay off
the slope if there is doubt of
tipping or losing control.
• Keep children and pets a
safe distance from the area
being mowed and pay par-
ticular attention when mow-

ing around blind corners or
objects that might block
your view.

• Always operate in the
“safety zone” when mowing
around steep inclines, retain-
ing walls, sudden drop-offs
or unstable ground near
water; that is, keep at least a
two-mower-width distance
between the mower and such
hazards when using a ride-
on mower. Mow these places
with a walk-behind mower
or hand trimmer. 
• Never allow children or
other passengers on mowers.
• If lightning is seen or thun-
der is heard in the area, do
not operate the mower and
seek shelter.
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• Residential • Commercial 
• 24 Hour Emergency Service • Trenching 

• Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
• Baldor and Dayton Motor 

Sales and Repair
• Farm • Underground 
• Aerial Bucket Service 

• General Repair
• MVEC Off Peak

Call Bruce Stasney • Class A Master
(952) 758-2546 

15970 320th St., New Prague 
(Jct. 13-21 So. & Le Sueur Cty. 28 East)

STASNEY ELECTRIC

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

• Tents • Linens/Napkins
• Tables/Chairs • Glassware/Flatware 
• Wedding Décor • Pipe & Drape
• Food Service Equip. • Decorating Services!

Also Available
Homeowner/Contractor Equip.
• Skidsteer Loaders • Trenchers
• Jackhammers • Post-Hole Diggers
• Bobcat Attachments • Scaffolding
• Pressure Washers • Lawn & Garden 

Equipment

www.GKRENTAL.com

New Prague
201 4th St. SW
(952) 758-5715

Mankato
1707 Madison Ave.

(800) 322-0072

Top 5 home improvement projects that increase your home’s value
Selling a home in today’s

aggressive marketplace can
be challenging. The good
news is there are a few
tweaks that can give home-
owners a serious leg up on
the competition.

With the warmer months
being the most active time of
year to buy and sell real
estate, it’s important to
ensure your home is seen in
the best light possible.

According to Homes.com,
the top five projects that
improve home equity are:

Bathrooms
If adding an additional

bathroom isn`t an option,
upgrade existing ones.

Adding a dual vanity to a
master or secondary bath
improves functionality,
allowing multiple people to
use the space. Change out
fixtures like faucets and
shower doors to increase
aesthetic appeal. If you’re on
a budget, replace light fix-
tures or switch plates to help
refresh the space.

When working with a
small space, highlight stor-
age options with shelving

and update or remove wall
decor, paint or wallpaper.

Kitchen
Kitchen renovations can

cost anywhere from $20,000
to $40,000 and more. If
that’s not in your budget,
upgrading cabinetry and
paint does wonders to liven
up even the most outdated
spaces.

Add crown or decorative
molding to “shape out” the
kitchen cabinets and mod-
ernize the space. Repaint
cabinets, or add new hard-
ware to add visual interest
and brighten dark spaces.

Outdoor Spaces
Curb appeal adds immedi-

ate interest to any home’s
exterior. According to
Remodeling Magazine,
improving outdoor spaces
can increase a home’s resale
value dollar-for-dollar.

Frame the front walkway
with items that add visual
interest, like flowers, potted
plants, large rocks of various
sizes and solar-powered
lights. If yard space is
scarce, hanging plants are

another great, low-cost
option.

Extend outdoor projects to
the backyard -- power-wash
decks or patios and clean
screened-in areas.

Basement
Basement improvements

can optimize livable space
and protect the home from

extreme weather, mold,
moisture damage and mites.
Whether transitioning the
basement to a home gym,
office or family room, the
basics remain the same:
insulate well and waterproof.

Maximize space by
including shelving and stor-
age units. If the opportunity
exists, make the space feel
open and inviting by creat-

ing an open stairwell, a trick
that visually connects the
upper part of the house with
the lower, and filters natural
light into the space.

Mudroom
Mudrooms ensure families

stay clutter-free and have a
dedicated space to drop stuff
as they come through the
door. They can also make

potential homeowners feel
welcome upon entry.

While knocking out a wall
to create a mudroom is
expensive and labor-inten-
sive, you can make a “drop
zone” by simply anchoring a
bench to an empty wall and
hanging labeled storage
units.

Unfortunately, beautiful
flowers and warm weather
can also mean itchy, watery
eyes, sneezing fits and nasal
congestion.

These days, pollen from
plants and flowers typically
are released earlier in the
year than in the past, causing
longer allergy seasons
according to the American
College of Allergy, Asthma
and Immunology, which
noted that 2012 was one of
the worst such seasons on
record.

While there is no cure-all
for seasonal allergies, popu-
lar over-the-counter (OTC)
medications can provide
relief for the most common
symptoms. These guidelines
can help you better manage
your seasonal allergies:

Season for Sneezing
Popular OTC antihis-

tamines can provide relief
from sneezing, runny noses
and irritated, watery eyes by
blocking the action of his-
tamine, a chemical in the
body that triggers congestion
and upper respiratory dis-
comfort.

All Stuffed Up?
Decongestants like pseu-

doephedrine (PSE) relieve a
stuffy nose by actually nar-
rowing the blood vessels in

nasal passages so you can
breathe more easily. PSEs
are now located behind the
pharmacy counter because
they are an ingredient that
can be used to make the ille-
gal drug methamphetamine
(meth). Rest assured though,
PSE has been safely used for
decades.

If you’re congested, con-
sider treating your symptoms
and doing your part to keep
your community safer at the
same time. Ask your phar-

macist about new Nexafed
30mg pseudoephedrine HCl
tablets, the next-generation
PSE that provides the same
effective relief from nasal
congestion as standard PSEs,
but with technology that dis-
rupts the extraction and con-
version of pseudoephedrine
into meth.

Itchy, Watery Eyes
Over-the-counter eye

drops that are specifically
designed to treat allergy

symptoms can be found in
any drug store and can be
very effective at reliving
redness and washing away
allergens.

Also consider using an air
purifier or humidifier in your
house to help clear the air of
possible irritants.

Eat for Allergy Relief
According to experts, cer-

tain foods you may already
be enjoying have allergy-
fighting properties. For

example, quercetin, found in
oranges, broccoli and sweet
potatoes, can help reduce
your body’s reaction to
pollen. Or, try loading up on
salmon and walnuts, as
omega-3 fatty acids are
thought to alleviate itchy
eyes and a runny nose.

If you have questions or
doubts about which medica-
tions may be best for you,
talk with your pharmacist.
And if symptoms worsen or
last for more than two

weeks, be sure to see your
doctor.

Rest assured, relief for
seasonal allergy symptoms
does exist! Visit your local
drugstore or the Asthma and
Allergy Foundation of
America’s website for more
information on how to treat
seasonal allergies.  

There’s no reason to miss
out on the warm weather and
all fun outdoor activities this
time of year has to offer.

How to manage your seasonal allergies

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Frank - Fotolia.com

Alleviate allergy symptoms with the right treatment this season.

The federal government
says we spend about 45
minutes a day cleaning. The
secret to effective cleaning
is to make the best use of
your time:
• Get rid of clutter: Donate
or sell reusable items and
throw out the junk. 
• Use a multipurpose clean-
er: You can save time and
money by using a cleaner
for multiple purposes. One
example: using a multi-pur-
pose cleaner/degreaser to
clean appliance interiors and
exteriors, tile, granite coun-
tertops, sealed wood floors
and even hard-surface out-
door furniture and grills. 
• Clean from top to bottom
and back to front: Dust and
grime often collect on top of

furniture, bookshelves or
cabinets. Start at the top and
work your way down. Then
work from the back of an
area to the front to avoid
cleaning do-overs. 
• Choose the right air filter:
Many air filters come with
ratings that range from good
to premium. Replace your
filter every one to three
months based on the manu-
facturer’s recommendation. 
• Focus on one project at a
time: You could clean all the
windows one day and save
the bathrooms for next
weekend. Or, clean the dirti-
est room first. You’ll have a
greater sense of accomplish-
ment and a much cleaner
house.

Save time while cleaning
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Show pride in your lawn
with these lawncare tips

The majority of Americans say that their
yard is important to them. A recent U.S.
Poll conducted by Harris Interactive for
PLANET, found that 81 percent of those
with a yard/landscape say the upkeep of
their yard/landscape is important to the look
of their home. 

Why is it so important? Showing pride
was the No. 1 response (42 percent of those
surveyed) followed by the desire to create a
relaxing outdoor space (16 percent).

“Spring is a great time to channel the
excitement about getting outside in the yard
and working to lay the foundation for a
healthy lawn that the family can enjoy all
season,” said Norman Goldenberg,
Landscape Industry Certified, president of
PLANET.

PLANET, the national trade association
for landscape professionals, offers home-
owners tips for getting a great start on car-
ing for yards this spring.

• Test your soil. Test your soil once
every few years to make sure it has the
proper pH balance and mix of nutrients. You
can usually get your soil tested at your local
agricultural extension office, or ask your
lawn care or landscape professional. You
can also buy soil test kits at garden centers.

• Fertilize, but test first. The decision
about whether or not to fertilize should be
based on the nutrition requirements of your
plant as well as soil conditions. First, deter-
mine your soil nutrient needs through test-

ing, and if your soil does need nutrients,
make sure you choose a fertilizer that
matches those needs.  Also make sure you
fertilize at the right time of the year for your
variety of grass. Contrary to popular belief,
not all grasses should be fertilized in the
spring. A few cool-season grass varieties do
better when fertilized in the fall. June is also
a good time to fertilize many cool-season
grasses. Before fertilizing your lawn or
plants, always check with the local agricul-
tural extension office. Some state and local
governments place limits on when, what
kind, and what amount of fertilizer you can
apply. Professional, licensed lawn care com-
panies must follow state, local, and federal
regulations.

• Give your lawn mower a check up.
Make sure the blades are sharp and the oil
has been changed. Also, drain last season’s
fuel and use fresh gas. Read the operator’s
manual for your mower. Make sure you
understand all of its safety features prior to
use.

• Don’t cut your grass too short, particu-
larly for cool season grass. Taller grass
results in a deeper root system and a lawn
that is less likely to encourage invasive
weeds. It also protects your lawn from
scorching. 

• Homeowners can consult with a lawn
care professional to put together a program
that ensures their lawns will be healthy and
beautiful throughout the year.
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Prices Starting
At

Best-in-class warranties•
Features "Quick Wash"
washout port

•

Powered by Kohler•
Powerful Engines•
Superior mulching
performance

•

Recycler, Variable Speed

0% for 36
months**

TimeCutter SS Zero-Turn Mowers

TITAN Zero-Turn Mowers

3-in-1 cutting system•
Automatic braking
system

•

Exclusive Smart Speed
Control

•

Mowing Decks 32” to 50”•

Comprehensive warranties•
Heavy-duty decks up to 60"
wide

•

Premium transmissions & twin
cylinder engines

•

Tubular commercial-grade
frame

•

User-friendly features•

$299

$2299
Prices Starting

At
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The helpful place.

Hardware & Paint
NEW PRAGUE
1300 First St. NE

952-758-4440

APPLE VALLEY
14760 Pennock Ave.

952-432-1004

LAKEVILLE - UPTOWN
17729 Juniper Path

952-898-7151

INVER GROVE HEIGHTS
3098 65th St. E
651-455-2228

BLOOMINGTON
108 W 98th St.
952-767-2981

LAKEVILLE - DOWNTOWN
20810 Holyoke Ave. W

952-469-3433

Conserving energy may improve finances
April is Financial Literacy

Month, a campaign to help
focus on our finances and
develop healthy financial
habits. One of the best ways
to save money—month after
month—is to conserve ener-
gy.

Whether it’s the middle of
the hot summer or the dead
of winter, there are several
basic no- or low-cost mea-
sures you can take to con-
serve energy and decrease
your utility bills:

• Use a programmable
thermostat to reduce your
heating and cooling costs.

• Turn off computers and
monitors when not in use.

• Plug home electronics,
such as TVs and DVD play-
ers, into power strips and
turn the strips off when
equipment is not in use.

• Turn off lights when not
in use.

• Close your fireplace
damper when not in use.

• Take short showers; turn

your hot water heater down
to 120 degrees.

• Wash only full loads of
dishes and clothes; air dry
when possible.

• Replace inefficient
incandescent light bulbs
with ENERGY STAR rated
compact fluorescent light
bulbs (CFLs) or light emit-
ting diodes (LEDs).

• Look for the ENERGY
STAR label when purchas-
ing new appliances, lighting,
and electronics.

• Have a home energy
assessment to identify ways
to make your home more
energy efficient (weather-
strip doors and windows,
seal air leaks, add insulation,
and more).

Go to work via carpool or
vanpool, or use public trans-
portation.

For more energy-saving
tips, check out the U.S.
Department of Energy’s
Energy Savers website,
www.energysavers.gov.
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