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PUBLIC NOTICE
Description of Proposed School Construction Project

	 Tri-City United Public School District, ISD #2905-01, is proposing a single question referendum on 
November 4, 2025, that would authorize $39.99 million in bonding authority to finance districtwide 
facility improvements. The proposed projects focus on the Montgomery and Le Center K-8 schools and 
include the following projects at both facilities: deferred maintenance projects, HVAC upgrades, fire 
and electrical system improvements, interior renovations and playground equipment upgrades. At Lons-
dale Elementary, a six classroom/commons area addition is proposed, along with HVAC upgrades and 
painting. For the high school, a weight room/fitness area addition with ancillary space, fire suppression 
upgrades and painting projects are being proposed.
	 The proposed projects would be scheduled for completion in calendar years 2026 through 2028. Cost 
estimates by location/project component are as follows:
Lonsdale Elementary		  Le Center Elementary / Middle
6 Classroom / Commons Area Addition	 $6,360,940	 Roof Replacement	 $852,824
HVAC Upgrades	 $359,057	 Exterior Door Replacement	 $93,985
Interior Painting	 $50,000     	 Structural Repairs	 $100,000
		  $6,769,997	 Playground Upgrades	 $400,000
Montgomery Elementary / Middle		  HVAC Upgrades	 $2,458,487
Restroom Upgrades	 $544,786	 Casework Upgrades	 $200,000
HVAC Upgrades	 $3,926,853	 Flooring Upgrades	 $650,000
Electrical Upgrades	 $762,266	 Restroom Upgrades	 $1,478,243
Pool Upgrades	 $275,141	 Fire Suppression Upgrades	 $822,574
Ceiling Tile Replacement	 $1,153,177	 Interior Painting	 $50,000
Fire System Upgrades	 $647,716	 Ceiling Tile Replacement	 $1,222,974
Repurpose Auditorium into Classrooms	 $995,125	 Electrical Upgrades	 $198,104
Commons / CTE Area Renovations	 $727,414	 Plumbing Upgrades	 $551,750
Building Envelope Repairs	 $187,067	 Commons Area Creation	 $390,014
Roof Replacement	 $575,417	 Computer Lab Repurposing	 $88,993     
Playground Upgrades	 $400,000	 	 $9,557,948
Window Replacement	 $53,245	 High School
Flooring Upgrades	 $738,458	 Fire System Upgrades	 $561,041
Casework Upgrades	 $200,000	 Weightroom / Lockers / Office Addition
Interior Painting	 $50,000        		  $2,909,638
		  $11,236,665	 Interior Painting	 $50,000       	
Other Costs			   $3,520,679
Fees / Permits / Services	 $6,404,719	 		
Contingency	 $1,679,992
Bond Issuance	 $495,493	 Total Project Costs	 $40,850,228
Capitalized Interest	 $1,184,735
	 	 $9,764,939
	 The district currently has around 1,850 students enrolled in K-12 programming and is projecting a 
slight decline in enrollment over the next several years. A significant number of resident students open 
enroll out of the district, but this is somewhat mitigated by non-resident students open enrolling into the 
district. For the 2024-2025 school year, 693 resident students open enrolled out of the district and 210 
non-resident students open enrolled into the district.
	 The district does not anticipate a significant increase in operational costs from the proposed building 
additions at Lonsdale Elementary and the high school and expects HVAC improvements to offset some 
of the operational cost increases. The proposed projects appear to be in the long-term interest of the 
district.
	 If the bond referendum is successful and bonds are sold, the debt service on the bonds will be el-
igible for debt service equalization under Minnesota Statutes, section 123B.53, subdivision 3, if the 
bond schedule is approved. The amount of debt service equalization aid, if any, the district receives is 
determined annually and is dependent upon property wealth, student population, and other statutory 
requirements.

Review and Comment Statement
	 Based on the department’s analysis of the school district’s required documentation and other pertinent 
information from sources of the Minnesota Department of Education, the Commissioner of Education 
provides a positive review and comment.

Additional Information is Available
	 Persons desiring additional information regarding this proposal should contact the school district 
superintendent’s office.
	 /s/ Willie L. Jett II, Commissioner
	 July 24, 2025
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


