A special section
featured in the
October 3, 2019 edition
of The New Prague
Times, Montgomery
Messenger, Waterville
Lake Region Life &
The Elysian Enterprise.

Fall 2019
AG PARTNERS TOWN & COUNTRY INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR

Everything in the store will be on sale!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19, 2019
8 am - 5 pm
820 East Main Street • Belle Plaine, Minnesota

Exotic Petting Zoo
10 am - 2 pm

Hotdogs and Rootbeer Floats
11 am - 1 pm

with Wild Things Zoo
and Christian Lillianthal

served by the Belle Plaine
Fire Department

New Prague

121 East Main Street

952-758-5740

Free treats served
throughout the day
and

Door Prizes!

A family tradition since 1965

Mon-Fri, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m.-noon

Lakeville

16436 Kenrick Ave

952-469-5123

Mon.,-Wed. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thur-Fri 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

www.hertausfloors.com
Ron & Lisa Hertaus, Owners

September 30 –
November 30, 2019

Up to

$1000

off

Ask us about our
special financing options!

*Must be credit approved. See store for details.
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				7 uses for
fallen leaves

Safe & Reliable
Tree Trimming &
Removal Service
• Tree Removal &
Stump Grinding

• Tree Trimming
• Land Clearing

• Bobcat Services

• Landscaping
• Retaining Walls

• Patios & More!

CURT STICHA
Today for a FREE
Estimate!

Call

CREAT
VE
GROUNDSCAPES
952.215.6449

— ALSO —

SNOW REMOVAL

SERVICE!
creativegroundscapes@yahoo.com

By the time autumn hits full swing, many
trees will have shed their leaves for the season, and the last vestiges of red, yellow and
orange magic will have faded to brown. Raking, blowing and collecting leaves becomes
the primary chores of lawn and yard maintenance, and presents most homeowners with
large piles of gathered leaves to tend to.
It is impossible to count just how many
leaves fall to the ground each year, or just
how many pounds of leaves get collected
curbside, but the numbers are substantial.
Cleaning up leaves is considerable work,
but not all of those leaves need to be carted
away. In fact, there are several different uses
of leaves that can be beneficial.
1. Spread leaves as a protective mulch to
cover tender perennials or root crops/bulbs
in the ground. The leaves will form a natural
insulating cover that keeps the soil and the
plants within a bit warmer over winter.
2. Create a pile of leaves that will break
down and form a crumbly, compost-like
material called leaf mold. Even though leaf
mold may sound like a blight, it’s actually a
good amendment to garden soil, improving
its structure and ability to hold water. Leaf
mold also attracts beneficial organisms that
are vital in healthy soil.
3. Brown leaves can be added to green materials in compost piles to improve the health
of the compost being formed. According to
the healthy living resource Care2, the ideal
ratio is 75 percent brown to 25 percent green
materials in compost. Turn compost piles
regularly to aerate them.
4. Store dried, mulched leaves in a dry spot
so they can be used in the spring as a weed
barrier for spring plantings. They will keep
weeds at bay and help retain soil moisture to
ensure small sprouts have the resources to
grow.
5. Use shredded leaves as a lawn supplement. Pass a lawn mower over leaves
left on the lawn to break them down
into pieces too small to rake. This will
help keep the lawn healthy throughout
the winter without blocking out needed
sunlight.
6. Bag dried leaves and pack them
tightly together in cold areas of the
home, such as basements or garages.

They can act as added insulation. Bags of
leaves also can be placed around planting
containers to protect them from frost.
7. Gather a few of the best-looking leaves
and preserve them. Use an iron on a low setting and press leaves between two pieces of
waxed paper until the waxed paper seals together. Or use clear contact paper to achieve
the same effect.

Outstanding Agents.
Outstanding Results.

Whether you’re buying or selling, you need a
professional in your corner. Contact us today!

THE HARDEST PART OF A
HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT
IS DECIDING WHAT TO DO WITH IT.

Stef Tupy

Jackie Lee

952-486-3082
StefeniTupy@edinarealty.com

612-298-0856
JackieLee@edinarealty.com

Jake Edel

Pat Sullivan

507-321-0450
JakeEdel@edinarealty.com

952-457-0479
PatSullivan@edinarealty.com

952-212-1743
TimMarsolais@edinarealty.com

Carol Dietz

Introductory Rate
first 6 months

6.00

% APR*

Current Non-Promotional
Variable Rate as of 2/27/19

Quick decisions, flexible payment options and an introductory
rate for the first six months. What could be easier than that?
Stop by and apply for a Home Equity Line of Credit today.

Tim Marsolais

Pam Edel
612-756-1051
PamEdel@edinarealty.com

3.90

% APR*

Lisa Holmquist

612-221-8376
CarolDietz@edinarealty.com

612-644-3601
LisaHolmquist@edinarealty.com

BANK BETTER. BANK SMARTER.

Cailin Bjorlin

Paul Krueger

952-290-3440
CailinBjorlin@edinarealty.com

612-328-4506
PaulKrueger@edinarealty.com

Cindi Cotes
612-916-5479
CindiCotes@edinarealty.com

Trevor Houn
612-799-1026
TrevorHoun@edinarealty.com

Jerod Guida, MBA
Managing Broker
JerodGuida@edinarealty.com

952.758.4112 | NewPrague.EdinaRealty.com

952.758.4491

|

WWW.BANKEASY.COM

* Promotional rate for qualified applicants only. Subject to credit approval. Non-Promotional Annual Percentage Rate (APR)
is variable based upon the Wall Street Journal Prime Rate (WSJPR) of 5.50% as of February 27, 2019 plus a margin of 0.50%.
Introductory 3.90% APR applied through the first 6 months of approved line of credit; at the end of the promotional period, the rate
will be equal to WSJPR + margin. The margin depends on your credit qualifications and Loan to Value (LTV). The maximum APR
will not exceed 21.75% APR. Fees to open the plan typically range from $629.35 to $1,079.35. Up to $300 of fees will be waived.
The promotional rate of 3.90% requires a checking account at First Bank & Trust along with monthly payment of an automatic funds
transfer set up on the home equity line of credit. Without the checking account and automatic funds transfer, there will be an increase
of 1.00% on the 3.90% promotional rate. Other terms and conditions may apply. Property insurance required. Limited Time Offer.
Consult your tax advisor on the deductibility of interest. See banker for additional details.
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Planting bulbs this fall – protect them

With Autumn about to begin, you’re probably thinking about the shorter, colder
days of winter rather than
the beauty of spring flowers
blooming from bulb planting. If you want to enjoy tulips, daffodils, hyacinths and
other beautiful blooms next
spring, it’s time to plan for
and plant bulbs!
Spring-blooming
bulbs
need to be planted in autumn, so they’ll have time
to form strong roots before
the ground freezes. The best
time to plant is mid-September through late October
when the soil temperature
typically falls below 60 degrees. Bulbs need time to get
established before winter’s
freezing weather sets in.
Many winter hardy bulbs
are left in the ground year
after year and can provide
multiple years of gorgeous
color. To make the most of
your time and money invest- fodil, allium, scilla and some
ments, be sure to give them a other bulbs as well.
Dip it: Use a proven effecgood start.
tive repellent: One of the best
and easiest ways to protect
Protect against
newly planted bulbs is with
bulb bandits
Bulbs are favorite food for a repellent that repels rabbits,
garden varmints like squir- chipmunks and other small
rels, chipmunks and other herbivores through smell and
critters who dig them up taste aversion.
and eat them, dashing your Bulbs need protection from
chance for beautiful blooms the minute they go into the
ground. Protect them as you
in springtime.
You can protect your bulbs plant for best results for an
and the beauty they bring in
spring by employing some
timely tactics:
Working in wire: If critters are a problem in your
yard, although cumbersome,
try covering bulbs with wire
mesh screening which will
allow shoots to grow through
the holes, while keeping critters out.
Plant resistant varieties:
Small animal pests love tulips just as much as deer, but
they’re less interested in daf-

early array of color and beauty that will kick start spring
gardens and enhance your
yard with the living color, we
all crave!’
Timely tips on
planting bulbs
• When buying, look for
bulbs that are plump and firm
and avoid those that are soft,
rotted, moldy, or dented.
• Once purchased, it’s important to get them in the

ground as soon as possible
to prevent them from drying
out. If you can’t plant them
right away, store them temporarily in a cool, dark place
and plant as soon as possible. Storage must be cool, as
temps near 80 degrees will
damage-even kill -heat sensitive bulbs, like tulips.
• It’s always recommended
to do a soil test prior to planting to be sure your pH level
is 6.0 to 7.0, for most bulbs.
Adding limestone can raise
pH if necessary or if your pH
is too high, add some sulfur.
Your soil test results will reveal what amendments you
might need.
• Spring flowering bulbs
can literally cover lots of
ground. They not only bloom
in a beautiful range of colors,
shapes and sizes, they also
thrive in a wide variety of
conditions. As a rule, bulbs
grow best when planted in
areas that have well-draining
soil, and where they receive
full sun to light shade. Another good rule to remember
is if you’re planting bulbs
that bloom in spring, plant
in fall. For bulbs that bloom
early summer or later, plant
in spring.
• When deciding where to
plant, keep in mind that it’s
often still cold and bleak
when the first spring bulbs
break ground. Consider

planting them where they
can be seen from inside the
house–so you can enjoy living color from the comfort
of home. Some other prime

3

viewing areas are next to
walkways and entry doors,
under deciduous trees, in
front of evergreens and in
open flower beds.

Adura Max Super Sale!
$1.00/sf instant rebate

The

Holidays
Coming!
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Impress
Family & Friends with
Clean Carpets!

FREE

COUPON

Fabric Protection
with coupon

Redeem this coupon for free fabric protector with a carpet cleaning.
Expires 12/31/19

320 First St. S
Montgomery, MN
507-364-8044
320 1st St. S, Montgomery
507-364-7944
info@bisekinteriors.com
www.bisekinteriors.com

www.biseksteamandclean.com

Whether refreshing old or buying new, it’s an easy choice for you!
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Tomato and onion quiche

Looking for a healthy comfort food option for the family?
This tomato and onion quiche from the Chicken & Egg Association of Minnesota, is easy and flavorful.
Serves 6
Total Time: 1 hour, 20 minutes
Preparation Time: 10-20 minutes
Cook/Bake Time: 1 hour

Ingredients
1/2 of a 15-ounce package
(1 crust) rolled, refrigerated
pie crust
12 ounces assorted tomatoes,
cut into 1/4-inch-thick slices
1 tablespoon butter
1/2 cup chopped onion
4 large eggs
3/4 cup half-and-half
3 tablespoons all-purpose
flour
1 tablespoon snipped fresh
basil (or 1 teaspoon dried basil)
1/4 teaspoon dry mustard
1/8 teaspoon ground black
pepper
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup shredded Swiss,
Cheddar, Monterey Jack, and/or Havarti cheese (4 ounces)
Paprika
Preparation
Preheat oven to 425°F.
Directions
Let pie crust stand at room temperature according to package directions. Unroll pie crust into a 9-inch pie plate. Crimp
edge as desired. Line un-pricked pastry with a double thickness of foil. Bake in a 425° oven for 8 minutes. Remove foil.
Bake for 4 to 5 minutes more or until pastry is set and dry.
Remove from oven. Reduce oven temperature to 375°.
Place tomato slices on paper towels to absorb excess mois-

ture. In a small skillet, melt butter over medium heat. Add
onion. Cook until onion is tender, stirring occasionally.
In a medium bowl, whisk together eggs, half-and-half,
flour, basil, salt, dry mustard and black pepper.
To assemble quiche: Sprinkle cheese onto bottom of the
hot, baked pastry shell. Spoon onion mixture over cheese. Arrange a single layer of tomato slices over cheese, overlapping
slightly. Slowly pour egg mixture over tomatoes. Sprinkle
some paprika over the mixture.
Bake, uncovered, for 35 to 40 minutes or until egg mixture
is set in center. If necessary, cover edge of pie with foil for the
last 5 to 10 minutes of baking to prevent overbrowning. Let
stand 10 minutes before serving.
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Free Estimates

CARPETS
No Gimmicks!
UPHOLSTERY
FABRIC PROTECTANT
PET ODORS

jordan carpet care
Professional Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning

CALL (952) 492-2549
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of INSPECTION,
CLEANING
and RESTORATION

CERTIFICATION

FURNITURE & FLOORING
HEADQUARTERS!

40% OFF

FALL HOME DECOR!

We're your local
Dealer

Low-Pro Docks

Boat Lifts

Choose from many different styles of
docks from steel to aluminum, truss
and smooth side, roll in to sectional
to floating, with a variety of decking
options and endless configurations and
accessories to best fit your budget.

Sectional Docks

Also check out our great selection of
high quality aluminum boat lifts from
small pwc lifts up to 6,000# capacity,
from hand crank to 110v to solar
charged 24v lift.
With the DAKA line-up, Southern
Shores Dock & Lift is sure to find a
solution to your dock or lift needs. New
DAKA-built docks and boat lifts carry
a 15-year conditional warranty on all
aluminum and aluminum welds.

Truss Style Docks

Call us for special fall pricing!

Southern Shores Dock & Lift

15462 Shieldsville Blvd.
on Lake Mazaska
Faribault, MN

507-210-0266

ssdockandlift@gmail.com
www.ssdockandlift.com

INSTITUTE

Dale and Laura Drentlaw
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Get the most out of your tomato harvest

Melinda Myers
Nothing beats the flavor of
fresh-from-the-garden tomatoes and when they’re left on
the plant five to eight days after the fruit are fully colored,
the flavor only gets better.
Check plants regularly and
keep harvesting, so the plants
continue to produce throughout the fall. This also reduces problems with insects and
disease attacking overripe or
rotting fruit. Store the mature
red tomatoes in cool, 45- to
50-degree, conditions with
high humidity and they’ll last
about 7 to 14 days.
Consider pinching off the
growing tip of indeterminate
tomatoes now. These plants
will keep growing and producing new flowers and fruit
until the frost kills the plant. By pruning off the tip in September the plant will direct its energy into ripening the existing fruit instead of producing more tomatoes that won’t have
time to mature.
When frost is in the forecast be prepared to protect your
plants and harvest. Cover plants with sheets, lightweight
blankets or floating row covers in the afternoon. All but the
row covers must be removed each day when the temperatures
are above freezing. Since row covers allow air, light and water through to the plants while trapping the heat, they can
remain in place until the end of the harvest season.
Once you grow tired of fighting the frost, consider picking
any tomatoes that are starting to show some color and allow
them to finish ripening indoors. The blossom end of the tomato should be greenish white or starting to show the color
of the tomato variety you’re growing. Store green tomatoes in
a cool 60- to 65- degree location to extend their storage life.
Spread out the tomatoes on heavy paper or wrap them individually in newspaper so the fruit do not touch. This prevents
one rotten tomato from spoiling nearby fruit.

er tasty treats.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books,
including Small Space Gardening and The Midwest Gardeners Handbook. She hosts The Great Courses How to Grow
Anything DVD series and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV and radio segments.

The green tomatoes will ripen over the next few weeks.
Speed up the process by moving a few tomatoes to a bright,
warm location a few days before they're needed.
Next season consider growing some short season tomatoes
like Fourth of July that start producing fruit earlier in the season. Extend your enjoyment by growing a few tomato varieties such as Garden Peach, Golden Treasure, Long Keeper and
Reverend Morrow’s Long Keeper that last longer in storage.
And don't let the rest of the green tomatoes go to waste.
You can use them for frying, chow chow, green salsa and oth-

Wishing All the Farmers
a Safe Harvest

Tomato Facts:

• Because the tomato has seeds and grows
from a flowering plant botanically it is classed
as a fruit not a vegetable.
• There are more than 7500 tomato varieties
grown around the world.
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Local hometown company for all your insurance needs.
• Farm Insurance
• Homeowners Insurance
• Renters Insurance
• Liability Insurance

• Machinery & Equipment
Insurance
• Property Insurance
• Casualty Insurance

• The biggest tomato fight in the world
happens each year in the small Spanish town
of Buñol. The festival called La Tomatina,
involves some 40,000 people throwing
150,000 tomatoes at each other.
Information adapted from http://www.sciencekids.co.nz

Competitive Rates.

952-758-5964

www.npclinsurance.com
205
NE
20510th
Cty. Avenue
Rd. 37 NE,
New Prague,
Prague, MN
MN 56071
56071
New

Enjoy your home
without a
mortgage
payment.
Visit your local New Prague
Branch to learn how to live
mortgage-free sooner with our
Home Free Loan.
www.heartlandcu.com
225 Chalupsky Ave SE
Next to Coborn’s
EQUAL HOUSING LENDER NMLS #422990

*Available in Minnesota and Wisconsin only.
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Address air leaks to save energy and money

Rising energy costs coupled with the continued adoption of eco-friendly lifestyles
are two factors driving homeowners to seek
ways to reduce energy consumption in their
homes. Reducing energy consumption is reason enough for many homeowners to make
changes around the house, but saving energy
sometimes means saving substantial amounts
of money as well.
Energy-efficient appliances and eco-friendly building materials can help homeowners
reduce energy consumption. But homeowners
looking for additional ways to cut cooling and
heating costs can address air leaks around the
house to make their homes more energy efficient.
• Identify air leaks around windows
and doorways. Autumn is a great time of
year to identify air leaks. Fall, and particularly
late fall, tends to be characterized by cold air
that makes it easy to detect air leaks. Feel for
leaks around windows and doorways, ideally
conducting such tests on cold,
windy days when you can
quickly detect if air is flowing in from the outside. Leaks
around windows and doors
waste energy because the interior of the home is either colder (in the winter) or warmer
(in the summer) than it needs
to be, prompting homeowners
to turn up their thermostats or
rely more heavily on air conditioning units.
• Look for leaks elsewhere around the house.
While windows and doorways are where many leaks
are found, leaks also may be
found around plumbing, electrical fixtures and dryer vents.
Inspect such areas by feeling
for drafts or looking for signs
that insects and critters might
be entering.
• Look up and down.
Evidence of air leaks may be
noticeable on both the floor
and the ceiling. Dirty spots on
carpeting and the ceiling may
be indicative of air leaks at interior wall/ceiling joints and
wall/floor joists. Fixing such
leaks may be as simple as applying some caulk.
• Go with gaskets. The
United States Department
of Energy recommends installing foam gaskets behind

outlet and switch plates on walls. Outlets and
switch boxes on exterior walls provide another place for air to leak into a home and drive
up energy costs. Properly installed gaskets can
cut back on air infiltration, providing an inexpensive way to save energy and money.
• Cover the kitchen exhaust fans
when you are not cooking. Kitchen exhaust fans can help prevent fires and unfavorable indoor air conditions when preparing
meals at home. But such fans provide opportunities for air to enter a home, so make sure
they are tightly closed or covered when no one
is cooking in the kitchen.
Air leaks around a house can waste energy
and contribute to high energy bills, particularly during the winter and summer when
temperatures outside tend to be at their most
extreme. Homeowners looking to reduce their
energy consumption and save money can inspect various areas of their homes for air leaks
and immediately address any they discover.
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Sale Starts Now!

LANCER RECLINING SOFA

Perfect for homes
with children, pets
INNOVATIVE PERFORMANCE FABRICS and everyday life.
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Spills
pills happen.
happen. Stains
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STAIN-RESISTANT

SOFT-TO-THE-TOUCH

EASY TO CLEAN

3 YEAR LIMITED WARRANT Y

Available on most La-Z-Boy styles. See store for details.

40% Off
HOME APPLIANCE CENTER!

106 Ferry St., LeSueur
Phone: (507) 665-2238
Fax: (507) 665-3789

www.wise-furnitureco.com

Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 8-5:30;
Thurs. 8-7;
Sat. 9-4; Sun. Closed
Sleep Center
Appliances & TV

– Anytime by appointment –

Gift Cards Available

Financing
Available!
*12 mos.,
no interest,
see store
for details.

