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Wherever you are in life, we offer living
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Easy ways to clean up leaves

Autumn is marked by colorful foliage and plummeting
temperatures. Once those
leaves reach peak color, they
fall from the branches and
collect on lawns, necessitating cleanup projects. For
homeowners with big yards,
such a project can be tiring
and time-consuming. However, there are ways to make
leaf cleanup easier.
One of the easiest ways to
clean up leaves is to reach
for a lawn mower rather than
a rake. The mower will cut
leaves down to smaller sizes,
creating an effective mulch
that can add nutrients back
into the lawn. Mowed leaves

also can be collected in a
mower bag and added to garden beds or compost piles.
For those who prefer manual raking, select a rake with
tines that will not skewer the
leaves in the process. Big
rakes also can make faster
work of gathering leaves into
piles.
The home improvement
resource The Family Handyman advocates for the use
of a lawn sweeper. This is a
manual device that has a rotating sweeping brush that
gathers up lawn debris and
leaves into an attached hopper bag. Like mowed leaves,
the bag can be emptied into

New Prague

121 East Main Street

952-758-5740

a compost pile or distributed
where needed.
Raking leaves onto a large
tarp is another option. Once
it’s full, the tarp can be used
as a funnel to put leaves into
a gardening bag or another
appropriate receptacle.
Leaf blowers remain a fast
option for cleaning up yards,
but they require electricity or
gas and can be noisy. Still,
they are a popular choice
for large landscapes or when
quick work needs to be made
of leaf clean-up.
Leaves will fall in autumn,
but luckily homeowners have
various methods at their disposal to tame the mess.

A family tradition since 1965

Mon-Fri, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m.-noon

Lakeville

16436 Kenrick Ave

952-469-5123

Mon.,-Wed. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Thur-Fri 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sat 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

www.hertausfloors.com
Ron & Lisa Hertaus, Owners
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Many homeowners relish
any opportunity to retreat to
their back yards, where they
can put up their feet and relax in the great outdoors.
That retreat-like escape is
made even more relaxing
when sitting around a fire pit.
Fire pits have become
so popular that a 2016 survey of landscape architects
conducted by the American
Society of Landscape Architects revealed they were
the most sought after outdoor design element. Fire
pits remain wildly popular a
half decade after that survey.
Homeowners who are only
now joining the fire pit revolution can keep these dos and
don’ts in mind as they plan
their s’mores sessions.
DO keep the fire pit a
safe distance away from the
home. Fire pits should be
located a safe distance from
the home at all times, but
especially when they’re in
use. Home design experts
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The dos and don’ts of fire pits
recommend keeping fire pits
a minimum of 10 to 20 feet
away from a house or other
structure, such as a shed or a
detached garage. The further
away the fire is from houses
and other structures, the less
likely those structures are to
catch on fire.
DON’T place the fire
pit beneath trees or next
to shrubs. Though fire pits
should be kept safe distances
away from a house and other structures, it’s important
that they’re not placed beneath trees or next to shrubs.
Shrubs and low hanging
branches can easily catch
embers and be lit ablaze, so
make sure fire pits are not
placed in locations that increase that risk.
DO clean out seasonal debris. It can be tempting to let
seasonal debris resting inside
the fire pit burn away during
the season’s first s’mores
session. But burning debris
poses a serious safety risk, as

embers can easily be blown
out of the fire pit and catch
nearby trees or shrubs or
even a home on fire. The National Fire Protection Association advises homeowners
that embers blowing from a
backyard fire pose the same
threat to homes as if they are
from a wildfire.
DON’T let fire pits burn
near flammable materials.
Store firewood piles a safe
distance away from the fire
pit while it’s in operation. It
may be convenient to keep
firewood right next to the fire
pit while the fire is burning,
but that increases the risk
that embers will land on firewood and start a fire outside
of the pit.
DO check the weather report prior to starting the fire.
Windy weather increases
the risk of embers blowing
around and potentially landing on the house, other structures around the property or
trees. If the weather report

is calling for gusting winds,
burn a fire on another night.
DON’T leave a fire pit
fire burning. Unattended
recreational fires are illegal
and incredibly dangerous.
Homeowners should never
leave fire pit fires burning
unattended or allow fires to
slowly die out overnight.
Always extinguish the fire
before going inside and
stop adding wood to the fire
roughly one hour before you
plan to go inside. Water or
sand can be poured on ashes
to extinguish the fire. Once
homeowners are confident a
fire has been extinguished,
ashes can be spread around
to ensure there are no hot
spots still burning. If there
are, start the extinguishing
process over again.
A night around the fire pit
is a fun tradition in many
households. Safety must be
as much a part of such traditions as s’mores.

How to recognize when you can stop mowing

Each weekend in spring,
summer and fall, millions
of homeowners fire up their
mowers and cut the grass
in their yards. A few hours
spent mowing the lawn can
be a great time to get some
sun and some exercise in the
great outdoors.
As fall gradually transitions to winter, homeowners
may wonder when to stop
mowing their lawns. Each
lawn is different, and when
to stop mowing may depend
on a host of factors, including local climate and the type
of turf. In addition to climate
and turf, homeowners can
keep an eye on these conditions to determine when
the time is right to put their
mowers away for the winter.

• Frost: Warm-season
grasses typically go dormant
after a couple of significant
frosts. Homeowners can jot
down each frost during fall.
Frosts are most noticeable
in the early morning hours,
so be sure to check lawn
conditions each morning as
the weather begins to grow
cold. Frost may be noticeable
without even going outside,
but homeowners may need to
go outside to check on chilly
mornings or on days when the
previous night was especially
cold. If you must go outside,
stay off the grass to protect it.
Two or three frosts might be
enough to make warm-season
grasses go dormant for the
winter. Cool-season grasses may keep growing and

require moving even after a
few frosts, so it’s imperative
that homeowners determine
which type of grass is in their
yards.
• Soil temperature: If it’s
hard to determine if frosts
have occurred, homeowners
can try checking the temperature of their soil to decide if
they need to keep mowing.
The lawn care experts at Pennington recommend homeowners continue mowing
warm-season grasses so long
as they keep growing. Lawns
may not grow as quickly in
fall as they do in spring or
summer, and growth may not
be as visible to the naked eye
during this time of year as it
is in other times. Homeowners can routinely check soil

temperature to determine if
their grasses have stopped
growing.
Warm-season
grasses tend to stop growing
once the soil temperature is

consistently at 55 F or below,
while cool-season grasses
tend to stop when temperatures are 45 F or lower.
Falling leaves have long

been a barometer used by
homeowners to determine if
they need to keep mowing
their lawns. That’s not necessarily a reliable metric, as
grass can still keep growing
even if leaves have been falling for weeks. In addition, using a mulching mower when
leaves begin falling is a great
way to provide the lawn with
nutrients it can use throughout the winter. Some trees
shed their leaves more quickly than others, but it’s a good
rule of thumb that lawns will
need to keep being mowed if
trees are still retaining more
than half their leaves.
A host of factors can help
homeowners determine when
it’s safe to put their mowers
away for the winter.
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Crustless pie a treat for those with gluten intolerance
The holiday season is a popular time to
entertain. Food is often a focal point of holiday season entertaining.
Individuals who navigate food allergies
or intolerances may shy away from certain
celebrations out of fear that a nibble of this
or a bite of that may trigger an allergic response. In such instances, concern about
ingredients can cast a pall over normally
festive occasions.
Those with Celiac disease or gluten intolerances must be mindful of the foods
they consume. Meals or desserts containing
gluten, a protein found in grains like wheat,
semolina, rye, barley, graham, spelt, farina,
and more, can trigger intestinal distress and
other symptoms. With delicious pies, cakes
and cookies on the holiday serving table,
gluten is likely to make an appearance.
However, with careful planning, people
who cannot stomach foods that contain gluten can still indulge in their favorite holiday
flavors.
“Crustless Libby’s® Famous Pumpkin
Pie” is a variation on traditional pumpkin
pie served at Thanksgiving and Christmas
gatherings. Without the crust, individuals
who avoid gluten can still dive into that
pumpkin-and-spice combination that’s so
popular around the holiday season. Enjoy
this recipe, courtesy of Libby’s® Pumpkin.

4. Bake as directed below or until a knife
8-inch-square baking pan: 350 F; bake for
inserted near center comes out clean.
45 to 50 minutes
8-inch-square glass baking dish: 325 F;
5. Cool on wire rack for 2 hours. Serve im- 50 to 60 minutes
mediately or refrigerate.
9-inch-square baking dish: 350 F; bake
for
35 to 40 minutes
Cooking times
11x7-inch glass baking dish: 325 F; bake
9-inch-round glass pie dish: 325 F; bake
for
45 to 50 minutes
for 55 to 60 minutes
13x9-inch baking pan: 350 F; bake for 35
10-inch-round glass pie dish: 325 F; bake
to
40 minutes
for 45 to 50 minutes
13x9-inch glass baking dish: 325 F; bake
8-inch-round cake pan: 350 F; bake for 45
for
40 to 45 minutes
to 50 minutes

Crustless Libby’s® Famous Pumpkin Pie
9-inch-round cake pan: 350 F; bake for 35
Makes 8 servings
to 40 minutes
3⁄4 cup granulated sugar
1
teaspoon ground cinnamon
1⁄2 teaspoon salt
1⁄2 teaspoon ground ginger
1⁄4 teaspoon ground cloves
2
large eggs
1
can (15 ounces) Libby’s® 100%
			 Pure Pumpkin
1
can (12 fluid ounces) Nestlé®
			 Carnation Evaporated Milk
		
Nonstick cooking spray
		
Whipped cream (optional)

1. Preheat oven as directed below. Glass
baking dishes without crust require a cooler oven, and in most cases, a longer baking
time.
2. Spray baking dish with nonstick cooking
spray or lightly grease bottom of baking pan
or baking dish.
3. Mix sugar, cinnamon, salt, ginger and
cloves in a small bowl. Beat eggs in a large
bowl. Stir in pumpkin and sugar-spice mixture. Gradually stir in evaporated milk.

How to roast pumpkin seeds

Carving jack-o’-lanterns is a Halloween tradition that both adults and children
enjoy. It’s hard to resist an opportunity to
carve a funny or scary face into a pumpkin
that will soon make its way to the front
porch, but there’s another irresistible element to carving pumpkins as well.
Roasted pumpkin seeds make for a
tasty, tempting treat. Seeds must be removed before carving pumpkins, so turning them into a savory snack is a great way
to make use of them and cook up some
fuel for family carving sessions.
Roasting pumpkin seeds is a straightforward process, though some people may
have their own techniques to make seeds
more flavorful. The following recipe for
“Pumpkin Seeds” from the Food Network
reflects various ways to prepare this beloved snack, ensuring that people with
varying tastes can no doubt find a way to
incorporate their favorite flavors into this
Halloween staple.

2. Clean the seeds: Separate the seeds
from the stringy pulp, rinse the seeds in a
colander under cold water, then shake dry.
Don’t blot with paper towels; the seeds
will stick.

3. Dry them: Spread the seeds in a single layer on an oiled baking sheet and
roast 30 minutes to dry them out.
4. Add spices: Toss the seeds with olive oil, salt and your choice of spices (see
below). Return to the oven and bake until
crisp and golden, about 20 more minutes.
Spice Options to Try:
5. Sweet Toss with cinnamon and sugar
(do not use salt in step 4).
6. Indian Toss with garam masala; mix
with currants after roasting.
7. Spanish Toss with smoked paprika;
mix with slivered almonds after roasting.

8. Italian Toss with grated parmesan
Pumpkin Seeds
and dried oregano.
1. Seed the pumpkin: Preheat the oven
to 300 degrees F. Using a spoon, scrape
9. Barbecue Toss with brown sugar, chithe pulp and seeds out of your pumpkin potle chile powder and ground cumin.
into a bowl.

AUTUMN IS IN THE AIR!
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SAVE UP TO

75%

$1 Florals,
$5 Home Decor,
$20 Art,
and more
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Signs it is time to overhaul your kitchen

Remodeling a kitchen adds
value to a home. Remodeling
Magazine’s “Cost vs. Value
Report” indicates mid-range
kitchen remodels cost about
$66,000, and homeowners
can expect to recover about
60 to 80 percent of that cost
at resale.
Homeowners may wonder
if remodeling their kitchens
is worth the investment. But
homeowners should not just
consider cost, but also the
current conditions of their
kitchens when deciding if a
renovation project is the right
move to make. These signs
indicate it may be time to
renovate a kitchen.
• Breakers are triggered:
If the lights go dark from a
tripped circuit breaker every
time you try to microwave
and run the toaster oven at
the same time, your wiring
is likely not up to the task of
handling the workload and
could be out of date. A kitchen remodel will assess wiring
load needs and an electric

overhaul may be necessary.
• Lack of storage: One
of the biggest hassles homeowners encounter in their
kitchens is a lack of storage
space. If making a meal involves a Jenga-like stacking
and rearranging of kitchen
tools, or if an avalanche occurs whenever you search
for an item, you might need

more storage. A carefully
planned redesign can achieve
this, even in a smaller kitchen.
• Outdated appliances: Even if your appliances
are not avocado green or
mustard yellow relics of the
1970s, they might still need
to be replaced. According to
CRD Design, appliances are

only expected to last around
10 to 15 years. If appliances
have become unsafe or energy hogs, it could be time for
a remodel.
• Family is expanding
(or shrinking): Kitchens often are the heart of a home.
They need to meet the needs
of the family that resides in
that home. A remodel can add

space as needed. On the flip
side, when a couple becomes
empty nesters, kitchens can
be redesigned and downsized
to reflect their new needs and
desires, such as the addition
of a wine chiller or espresso
station.
• Poor lighting: Task
lighting is essential in a
kitchen, but older homes may

not be equipped with lighting where it’s most needed.
A carefully designed remodel can improve lighting with
under-cabinet lights, pendants, overhead lighting, and
even natural light to make
the space attractive and more
functional.
• Frequent run-ins: The
notion that you can have too
many cooks in the kitchen refers to having too many people trying to pitch in or offer
their opinions. However, it
also can apply to when too
many people are gathering in
a small space. Redesigning a
kitchen can improve the efficiency of a space and make
the room feel larger.
• Aesthetic appeal: Many
kitchen remodels have been
inspired by unsightly kitchens. Cosmetic changes can
lead to big improvements.
Kitchen renovations can
add instant appeal and help
address issues that tend to
plague outdated rooms.

40 Years in Business

• Commercial / Farm / Residential
• All Types of Wiring & Repairs
• Heating & Air Conditioning Sales
& Service
• Sales & Service for Baldor Dayton
GE Motors
• Underground Trenching, Aerial
Bucket Service
• General Repair
• Off Peak Systems w/ MVEC
• LED Light Upgrades

STASNEY ELECTRIC
(952) 758-2546

Home...

Decorative Rock • Sand • Gravel • Crushed Rock
Excavating • Demolition • New Site Preparation
Septic Design & Install • Shoreline • Road Building
Construction Demolition Landfill

507.685.2222 | www.timmstrucking.com

15970 320th St., New Prague
Licensed & Insured

A Place to
Call

Screened Dirt • Boulders • Colored Wood Mulch

24366 Holland Ave | Morristown, MN 55052

From Our
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• Home • Auto • Business
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• Disability • Long Term Care
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Senior Assisted Living & Memory Care
399 Lexington Ave. NW, Montgomery
507-364-5585

Josh Farm, Deb Skluzacek, Stacy Hunt

House of Insurance
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How to help houseplants survive a long winter

As fall gradually gives way
to winter, gardeners expend
ample energy preparing their
flowers and plants for the
months ahead. Plants may be
pruned to increase the likelihood that they will return in
full bloom come the spring,
while lawns may be aerated
so cool-season grasses can get
the nutrients, water and oxygen they need when the temperatures dip. But what about
houseplants? Do indoor houseplants need the same type of
pre-winter TLC that outdoor
plants need before winter arrives?
As the seasons change, so,
too, do the conditions outside.
And those conditions affect
indoor houseplants much like
they do lawns, gardens and
trees. So it’s vital that people
with houseplants do not overlook the need to keep houseplants going strong as fall
gives way to winter.

away from drafty windows
as well as heating vents, as
extreme temperatures are not
conducive to healthy houseplants.

there’s ample distance between the plant and the window, especially when winter
temperatures get especially
cold. If the plants are too close
to a window on cold days, they
could freeze. Keep them close
enough to the windows to get
ample sunlight but far enough
away so they don’t get too
cold. In addition, keep plants

Location
Hours of daylight shorten
in winter, which means some
houseplants won’t get as much
sun as they were accustomed
to over the last several months.
That means plants may need
to be relocated closer to windows where they can make the
most of each day’s sunlight.
However, it’s important that

plant’s ability to photosynthesize, thus compromising its
ability to make it through a
winter unscathed. A soft-bristle paintbrush, a toothbrush or
pipe cleaner can be used to reWatering
move dust from African violets
Watering needs also may and other fuzzy-leafed plants.
change when the temperatures
drop. Houseplants need less
water in winter. In fact, overwatering in winter can be especially harmful to indoor plants.
Plant owners can try decreasing the frequency of their watering by half each winter and
see how the plants respond.
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Gently washing plants with
a paper towel or cloth that’s
been moistened with water
can remove the dust. Oils and
polishes should not be used
to make leaves shine, as these
substances can block pores on
the plant.

Cleaning
Cleaning plants is another way to help them survive
a long winter. Dust settles in
many homes in winter, when
windows tend to remain closed
for months on end and fresh
air isn’t circulating around the
house as much as it is in spring
and summer. Dust inhibits a

Prevent pet-related damage to the house

The benefits of having a pet are innumerable. Pets can be companions, protectors, service animals, and even help
produce products that can be sold, such as
eggs from chickens. While there are many
positive attributes to pets, one potential
concern is the impact they have on the
home.
Pet-related damage can occur when
pets are angry or happy. Boisterous animals may scratch or claw at furniture and
floors. Some animals may climb or chew.
Woodwork and furniture can be damaged
by pet paws and teeth, but that’s not where
it ends. The following are some potential
pet-damage problems and how to avoid
them.

ers can get on surfaces. Cleaning daily or
very frequently can help keep a home tidy.

Provide toys
and scratching posts
Pets need an outlet to tame anxiety and
energy. If they don’t have suitable outlets,
pets may cause damage to a home. Cats
will take to furniture to stretch their paws
if they don’t have scratching posts or special mats. Dogs, particularly puppies, can
be orally fixated. When the urge to chew
sets in, unless there are appropriate chew
toys, furniture, moldings and other items
around the house may becaome fair game.
It is important to note that declawing
a cat to prevent damage should not be
a consideration. It is a surgery that can
cause ongoing health problems. Nail caps
can be used as a safe alternative.

Accidents
In addition to marking, pets that have
not been properly trained or were trained
and are experiencing a behavioral or medical issue may begin soiling in improper
areas, such as outside of the litter box or
Marking
in the home. Obedience training can head
Many animals use scent markers to es- off some issues, but if a medical condition
tablish their territory and communicate is suspected, consult with a veterinarian
with other animals. As a result, both male promptly.
Escape artists
and female pets may spray urine in cerIn some cases, pets may chew or scratch
tain areas of the house. While it may not Dirt, fur and more
their way through doors and window
eliminate the problem immediately, makAn investment in regular grooming can screens. Others may dig under fencing
ing sure to neuter or spay cats and dogs help keep certain damage at bay, states or climb, leaving damage in their wake.
can reduce the likelihood that they’ll mark Home Advisor. Regularly brushing and Boredom, anxiety or lack of training may
indoors or attempt to seek out and mate trimming coats, keeping nails clipped be behind these behaviors. However, the
with feral animals they smell canvassing and bathing will keep a home fresh and urge to roam also may be tied to pets not
the property.
minimize damage. Other pets may not be being fixed. Work with a vet or a trainer to
groomed but require cleaning of cages or help stop these issues.
other habitats. Bird droppings and feath-
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clean-carpet

WE ARE PROUD TO CARRY PRODUCTS
MADE IN THE USA!
Domestic manufacturing creates jobs, stability
& security for EVERYONE.

Carpet • Wood • Laminate • Tile • Vinyl • Area Rugs

Did you know most wall-to-wall carpets contain about 200,000 bacteria per square
inch? Your typical household vacuum cleaner simply doesn’t have the power to remove germs settled deep in your home’s carpets. The good news is that professional
steam cleaning can kill more than 99% of the germs living in your carpet, making it
safer and more hygienic for your family and guests.

Call us today for details and a free estimate!

FREE

COUPON

Fabric Protection
with coupon

Redeem this coupon for free fabric protector with a carpet cleaning.
Expires 12/31/21

320 First St. S
Montgomery, MN
507-364-8044
320 1st St. S, Montgomery
507-364-7944
info@bisekinteriors.com
www.bisekinteriors.com

www.biseksteamandclean.com

Whether refreshing old or buying new, it’s an easy choice for you!

